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What is a Parklet?

A Parklet:

Á Provides a place to sit, relax, 

and watch adjacent 

streetscape activity

Á Maintains full public access 

and appropriate pedestrian 

clear paths

Á Is installed in parking spaces

Á Involves a semi-permanent 

installation and is easily 

dismantled for maintenance 

and emergencies



Objective of Parklet Program

This Program aims to: 

Á Allow permanent, public 

outdoor spaces within existing 

parking spaces

Á Promote sidewalk activity 

adjacent to existing sidewalks 

as an extension of the 

sidewalk in commercial areas

Á Increase opportunities for 

seating and gathering within 

the public right of way



Parklets in Arlington

Public Spaces Master Plan (Adopted 

2019)

Å Continue to allow and encourage the 

activation of public spaces and other 

publicly and privately owned property 

through temporary activities like 

parklets, interim parks, etc.

Å Create a process and guidelines for 

developing parklets.

Rosslyn Sector Plan (Adopted 2015)

Å Streetscape Elements Master Plan 

(adopted 2017)

Å Implementation item from Rosslyn 

Sector Plan - 1st parklet prototype 

(installed 2018)

4



Rosslyn Parklet Pilot

Rosslyn Parklet

Á On N Oak St at Wilson Blvd

Á Serves the general public

Á Daily cleanings and periodic 

inspections

Á Maintained by the Rosslyn BID



Parklet Design Guidelines

Minimum 30'

(About 2 parking spaces including buffer zone)

Å Full public access and appropriate pedestrian clear paths

Å ADA accessible 

Å Held entirely within existing parking spaces

Å Direct commerce is not allowed



Parklet Design Guidelines

1. Buffer using wheel stops at a desired distance of 4 feet from the parklet

2. Vertical elements that make them visible to traffic, such as flexible posts or bollards

3. Maximum width of 7 feet (or the width of the parking lane)

4. Seating, movable furniture, and other elements within the parklet

5. Open guardrail to define the space

6. Turnaround area of at least 4' radius within the parklet in compliance with ADA
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Parklet Design Guidelines

7. Flush transition at the sidewalk to permit easy access and avoid tripping hazards

8. Level surface using pedestals, angled beams, etc. underneath

9. Railingsless than or equal to 3.5ô in height

3.5'
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Operations & Maintenance

Å Applicant responsible for installation, maintenance, removal and storage

Å Approval subject to termination at any time and may be removed for safety, 

permit violations, maintenance and other improvements

Å Annual renewal and subject to periodic inspection



Parklet Petition and Application

Å Petition

Å 67% of fronting block 

establishments must be in support 

Å BID acknowledgement letter, 

where applicable

Å Online Application Form

Å Submissions

Å Petition

Å Existing Conditions

Å Site Plan

Å Landscape & Materials Plan

Å Loads & Framing Plan


