DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES


MEETING MINUTES OF THE HYBRID 
ARLINGTON COUNTY DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION

Monday, September 15, 2025

The DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION convened its meeting at 7:15 pm on September 15, 2025.

PRESENT (IN-PERSON):
	Commissioner Elizabeth Priaulx
	Commissioner Bryant Atkins	

PRESENT (VIRTUALLY):		
· Commissioner Justin Boatner, participated virtually (via Teams) per VA Code 2.2-3707. 
· Commissioner Marilyn McAlice participated virtually (via Teams) per VA Code 2.2-3707. 


ABSENT:			
	Commissioner Interim Chair Karen Audant 
	Commissioner Duncan Barron
		

STAFF	Courtney Sales 


SUMMARY OF PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSION
Arlington Boathouse Accessibility Discussion-Commissioner Justine Boatner 
Commissioner Justin raised concerns about accessibility at the new Arlington Boathouse project. Although the design appears ADA-compliant on paper, the distance between the parking lot and boathouse may create barriers for individuals with mobility disabilities, particularly adaptive rowers. Members agreed the Commission should first meet with County staff and project applicants before escalating concerns to the County Board (JD Spain). Discussion highlighted the importance of reviewing project plans and suggesting alternative accessible parking closer to the dock if feasible.

Actions/Information:
Commissioner Bryant will coordinate with staff to schedule a presentation from County project planners.
Commissioner Justin will review the site plan and identify potential areas for accessible parking.
Project information 


Welcome/Interest- Disability Advisory Commission (DAC) Applicant Laura Kim
DAC Applicant, Laura Kim attended as a prospective new commissioner. She shared her background in public policy and advocacy, working at the Endependence Center of Northern Virginia. Ms. Kim discussed her lived experience with vision loss and her commitment to disability inclusion and civic engagement.

Action: 
Staff liaison, Courtney Sales will forward the Commission’s recommendation to JD Spain for County Board appointment.

 Election of Disability Advisory Commission (DAC) Chair 
There were no additional nominations/interests received. Commission moved forward with vote (please see motions & actions/votes section). 

Commission Priorities Discussion
The Commission discussed the following priorities for the commission to address (as compiled by Interim Chair Karen), transportation (STAR and paratransit issues), housing and internal accessibility (e.g., building codes), ADA Accessibility & Code Enforcement, Commission Governance and Member Recruitment, County ADA Coordinator role and compliance oversight, Web Accessibility and WCAG 2026 deadline, Adult Changing Tables initiative, Training and resource availability for County staff.

Action:
Staff liaison will distribute the draft priorities and matrix.
Discussion and ranking to occur at the October’s meeting.

Chair’s Report- Commissioner Elizabeth 
The chair’s report was delivered by Commissioner Elizabeth on behalf of Interim Chair Karen. 
- STAR Audit Report: Interim chair Karen met with DAC Board liaison, JD Spain to discuss service concerns and need for improved data metrics.
- Pedestrian Safety & Accessibility Event: DAC will collaborate with the Commission on Aging for a Spring 2026 event.
- Building Code Access Review: Discussions with Mr. Amari on adding accessibility standards to Virginia’s 2024 Building Code.
- Recruitment: Efforts to increase active membership due to irregular attendance.
- Board member JD Spain will attend DAC’s November meeting.
- Governance: Interim chair, Karen met with Assistant County Manager Mrs. Gurjit Chima regarding ADA and EEO roles in the Office of Human Rights.
- Governance Documents: Commissioner Bryant will lead a working group to update bylaws, rules of engagement, and work plan.



Rules of Engagement & Subcommittees
Commissioners emphasized the need for clearer guidance on conduct during site reviews, coordination with other commissions, and building stronger relationships with County staff. Commissioner Bryant will draft proposed 'Rules of Engagement' and update bylaws to include subcommittee procedures and meeting notice requirements.


Action Items Recap
	

	Identify alternative ADA parking areas for Boathouse. 
	Commissioner Justin

	
	

	Forward Laura Kim appointment to JD Spain. 
	Staff liaison Courtney



	Draft and circulate priority matrix.
	Commissioner Bryant & Commissioner Marilyn


	Prepare draft bylaws and Rules of Engagement.
	Commissioner Bryant



	Continue collaboration on Pedestrian Safety & Accessibility Event.
	Interim Chair Karen & Commissioner Elizabeth



	Confirm JD Spain attendance for November meeting.
	Staff liaison Courtney





MOTIONS & ACTIONS/VOTES

Commissioner Bryant moved to approve August 18, 2025, meeting minutes with an edit provided by Commissioner Marilyn clarifying the Commission extended an invitation to Mr. Amiri to visit the Waycroft apartments for a walkthrough of accessibility changes, pending approval from the Waycroft manager. 

· Commissioner Marilyn seconded the motion.
· The Commission unanimously supported the motion 4-0. 

Commissioner Elizabeht moved to recommend Ms. Laura Kim for appointment to the Disability Advisory Commission. 

· Commissioner Bryant seconded the motion. 
· The Commission unanimously supported the motion 4-0. 

Commissioner Bryant moved to recommend Commissioner/Interim chair Karen to be appointed as Chair of the Disability Advisory Commission.

· Commissioner Marilyn seconded the motion. 
· The Commission unanimously supported the motion 4-0. 


Commissioners absent:
Commissioner Karen
Commissioner Duncan  





Meeting adjourned at 9:22 PM.

