DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES


MEETING MINUTES OF THE HYBRID 
ARLINGTON COUNTY DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION

Monday December 16, 2024 

The DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION convened its meeting at 7:04 pm on December 16, 2024.

PRESENT (IN-PERSON)		Commissioner Alexa Mavroidis, chair
                                                          Commissioner Bryant Atkins
Commissioner Karen Audant 
                                                          
                           


PRESENT (VIRTUALLY)	Commissioner Marilyn McAlice, participated virtually from home (via Teams) due to a medical condition that prevented their physical attendance.

Commissioner Doris Ray, participated virtually from home (via Teams) due to a medical condition that prevented their physical attendance.


ABSENT	 	Commissioner Elizabeth Priaulx, 
			Commissioner Duncan Barron
                                           Commissioner Justin Boatner
Commissioner Suzette Risacher


STAFF				Courtney Sales 



SUMMARY OF PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS

Public Comment -Ms. Alyssa Meyer 
Provided comment on inaccessible justice based on her experience navigating the judicial system in Arlington. 
1. To enter the Courthouse, visitors must lock up their cellphones, as it is generally not allowed. The area to lock up phones is across the courtyard, with heavy doors to enter the space. The lockers require quarters to lock them, and if you don’t happen to have one, you’re forced to go across the street to the movie theater to get change.

2.  To file a temporary protective order, the paperwork needs to be submitted to the clerk in person. Those who file after 2pm must come back the next business day to be heard by a judge.
3.  After a final protective order is issued, you’re handed a bunch of paperwork. (Ms. Meyer didn’t 
sit and go through it; she reported she wanted to get out of there and away from her assailant.) One of the forms is for a Hope Card, which holds the details of the protective order but fits in your wallet. The form has a website on it, but there’s no way to submit the form electronically: it must be submitted to the clerk in person. The result: I don’t yet have a Hope Card, and my final protective order was issued on August 16, 2024.

4. The Courthouse exit is rotating doors, meaning that for me to exit with my walker, the guards had to remove the rope to open the center double doors, which swing open.

According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics’ 2009–2014 National Crime Victimization Survey, the disabled community is more than three times more likely than non-disabled people to experience violent crime such as rape and sexual assault. For this reason. It’s paramount that these processes and buildings are accessible. Disabled people are victims of crimes and have jury duty too.

· Ms. Meyer requested support from the commission on her recommendation that the county hire an accessibility consultant to review the courthouse and processes. (Pending vote-no quorum)
· Commissioner Karen requested the public comment be shared with DAC board liaison. Ms. Meyer granted the staff liaison permission to send her public comment to the board liaison. 

Mr. Matthew Barkley, ADA Compliance Manager, Montgomery County, MD 
Mr. Barkley spoke on differences from his time as the ADA Coordinator with Virginia (Fairfax) versus his current position with Maryland (Montgomery County). A noticeable difference is that Virginia is a Dillon rule state (limits the powers of local governments to those explicitly granted by the state) and Maryland is a home rule state (government gives counties broad legislative authority and autonomy). As a home rule state this provides an opportunity to do more at the local level. 
 
Another difference is where the ADA offices (Title II) are housed. The ADA Compliance office in Montgomery County is in the Department of General Services, which is ADA compliance. Title II is the only duties performed by the ADA Coordinator.  This office receives calls related to elevators broken, fire alarms going off, construction, and service animals in homeless shelters to name a few. The ADA coordinator conducts training on Title II for county employees. Montgomery County’s Title I ADA compliance officer is part of the Human Resources department.   Title I and Title II ADA coordinators paths rarely cross other than to refer somebody to one or the other. 
Virginia ADA compliance is housed in human services/ human rights and the person in the role performs additional duties (outside of Title II).  An example provided, the ADA compliance manager in Fairfax also handled Title I (employment). The ADA coordinator position was part of the Department of Family Services and performed other roles. 

· Commissioner Karen requested a copy of Matt Barkley’s employee training.


Chair’s report- Commissioner Alexa Mavroidis
 
The chair referenced an e-mail received about STAR rides provided by Diamond ( none by Red Top Transportation) and advised commission to stay abreast on this matter. 
 
 
 

Site Plan Review Committee- Commissioner Doris Ray
Melwood Site Plan Review Committee is scheduled to meet December 19th (second meeting). Eric Burke, chair of the committee, previously served as  chair of the Housing Commission. Eric is receptive to disability/accessibility matters. Melwood site has 100 units, 30% will be designated for persons with developmental disabilities, (permanent supportive housing). 
 
 
Housing Commission- Commissioner Doris Ray
Housing Commission met and developed a work plan moving forward with the Home Ownership
Study recommendations. This plan is currently going through the review process, in the county. 
 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA)- Commissioner Doris Ray 
The biggest issue is sustainable funding source for Metro Bus, Metro Rail and Metro Access.  Last year Virginia provided funding from Richmond/state legislature. This will continue to be an issue this year at the General Assembly.  Next year will be a long session when the Governor will propose his two-year budget for 2027 and 2028.
 
 
Barcroft Land Use Analysis: Engagement Working Group-Commissioner Karen Audant
Group will send out meeting announcement for next month’s meeting. 
 
ADA Coordinator Certificate- Commissioner Karen Audant
Commissioner Karen will attend the virtual conference February 3rd through 5th to complete her hours and take the exam. Commissioner Karen may not have more updates until that time. 
 
Commission on Aging (COA) Transportation Committee-Commissioner Elizabeth Priaulx
No report
 
Walgreens Site Plan Review-
 Commissioner Karen agreed to serve on the committee and Commissioner Alexa will serve as an alternate. Staff liaison will provide their information to the point of contact for this committee. 
 

MOTIONS & ACTIONS/VOTES
No votes/motions 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.
