DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES


MEETING MINUTES OF THE HYBRID 
ARLINGTON COUNTY DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION

Monday, November 17, 2025

The DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION convened its meeting at 7:01PM on November 17, 2025.

PRESENT (IN-PERSON)	Commissioner Justin Boatner
	 		Commissioner Bryant Atkins
Commissioner Karen Audant 
                                            Commissioner Laura Kim
Commissioner Andrew An 



PRESENT (VIRTUALLY)	Commissioner Elizabeth Priaulx, participated virtually from home (via Teams) per VA. CODE § 	2.2-3701 that prevented their physical attendance.
Commissioner Marilyn McAlice participated virtually from home (via Teams) per VA. CODE § 2.2-3701 that prevented their physical attendance.

ABSENT                       Commissioner Duncan Barron

STAFF		         Courtney Sales 


SUMMARY OF PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS

Presentation – Proposed Taxicab Fare Increase- Presenter Angie De La Barrera, DES Transportation Planning
Angie presented on the proposed 2026 amendment to the Arlington County Taxi Code.
Key Points Presented:
1. Fare increases effective January 1, 2026.
2. Drop rate: $3.50 → $4.50; mileage rate: $0.40 → $0.52 per increment; waiting time: $0.40 → $0.52   
    per 56 seconds.
3. Increase justified by inflation, rising insurance (25%) and repair costs (11%), and competition from neighboring jurisdictions.
4. Arlington will launch iCabbi dispatch app to improve service and accessibility.

Commission Discussion:
- Commissioners raised concerns about affordability vs. rideshare options (Uber/Lyft).
- Questions were raised about the app’s accessibility for users with disabilities. Angie will confirm.
- There are currently 29 authorized wheelchair accessible vehicles in the service provider area, though not all are available at the same time. 



Presentation on Video Review – Interior Door Accessibility- Commissioner Marilyn      
Commissioner Marilyn shared a video illustrating barriers residents face accessing building amenities.
Discussion focused on revising the state construction code to mandate accessibility in interior common areas of new housing. Commissioners supported working with state legislators to pursue code amendments. Concerns raised regarding accessibility at Ballston Quarter Harris Teeter and Code Enforcement responsiveness. 

Remarks – County Board Liaison JD Spain
Board member JD Spain discussed updating the Commission Charter, preparing for FY2026 budget planning, and continuing collaboration on accessibility and housing. He encouraged DAC to submit a proposal for a dedicated ADA Coordinator position. Board member JD Spain recommended inviting Delegates McClure and Hope to a future DAC meeting to discuss accessibility and code enforcement updates.

Staff Liaison Report
Courtney Palmer Sales reported no formal updates for November. 

Chair’s Report-Chair Karen
1. Chair Karen and Commissioner Laura Kim attended the County Board proclamation for National       Disability Employment Awareness Month.
2. Chair Karen met with the Commission on Aging to coordinate legislative priorities and collaboration     
on March 16, 2026, Pedestrian Safety & Accessibility Summit.
3. Commissioner Andrew will lead the new Community Outreach Working Group.
4. Seeking DAC representation for two Site Plan Review Committees (SPRC) Waverly Ridge and Alexan Courthouse. 
5. Chair shared a rating matrix and requested commissioners submit scoring sheets by December.


Work Plan Discussion (FY2026 Draft)
Commissioners reviewed the drafted DAC Work Plan and Goals:
1. Expand Community Engagement & Outreach
2. Advocate for Universal Design & Accessible Housing
3. Expand County Accessibility Capacity (ADA Coordinator)
4. Enhance Collaboration with County Commissions
5. Monitor Code Enforcement and Accessibility Compliance
6. Plan to be refined and voted on in December 2025.



Summary of Action Items
	Action Item
	Responsible Party
	Deadline

	Follow up on accessibility of iCabbi app

	Angie De La Barrera
	Next meeting

	Draft proposal for ADA Coordinator position.

	DAC Workgroup
	January 2026

	Invite state delegate (Hope or McClure) to Dec. meeting.

	JD Spain /Chair Karen
	Dec 2025

	Submit DAC FY26 Work Plan for approval.

	Chair Karen
	Dec 2025

	Invite Code Enforcement representative.

	JD Spain / Chair Karen
	Early 2026

	Provide DAC representative for two SPRC projects.
	Chair Karen
	Nov 28, 2025




MOTIONS & ACTIONS/VOTES

Commissioner Elizabeth moved to approve DAC’s October 20, 2025; meeting minutes as presented. 

· Commissioner Andrew seconded the motion.
· The Commission unanimously supported the motion 7-0. 

Absent:
· Commissioner Duncan


Meeting adjourned at 8:01PM. 
Next meeting: December 16, 2025 – 7:00 PM (Virtual).

