DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES


MEETING MINUTES OF THE HYBRID 
ARLINGTON COUNTY DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION

Monday, January 12, 2026 

The DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION convened its meeting at 6:06PM on January 12, 2026.

PRESENT (IN-PERSON)	Commissioner Karen Audant 
                                                          

PRESENT (VIRTUALLY)	Commissioner Laura Kim, participated virtually from home (via Teams) per VA. CODE § 	2.2-3701 that prevented their physical attendance.
Commissioner Elizabeth Priaulx, participated virtually from home (via Teams) per VA. CODE § 	2.2-3701 that prevented their physical attendance.
Commissioner Bryant Atkins participated virtually from home (via Teams) per VA. CODE § 2.2-3701 that prevented their physical attendance.
Commissioner Marilyn McAlice participated virtually from home (via Teams) per VA. CODE § 2.2-3701 that prevented their physical attendance.


ABSENT	 	Commissioner Andrew An 
 	Commissioner Duncan Barron
                             	Commissioner Justin Boatner



STAFF			Courtney Sales 


SUMMARY OF PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS

Public Comment- Josie Sull, Arlington County Resident, 
Accessibility and safety issues during Columbia Pike Forward construction.
Ms. Sull reported unsafe conditions including blocked sidewalks, poor lighting, gravel pathways, and unclear crosswalk signage. Ms. Sull raised concerns about inadequate accessibility for residents with mobility impairments and lack of communication from county and transit agencies. Ms. Sull shared she has filed reports with multiple agencies with no response.

Action/Response:
- Staff liaison, Courtney Sales will follow up with Constituent Services in the County Manager’s Office.
- Chair Karen will notify County Board Liaison JD Spain regarding lack of agency response.
- Commissioner Elizabeth emphasized the need for accessible alternate routes per ADA standards.


Chair’s Report Commissioner Karen
The Chair provided updates around the DAC’s 2026 Work Plan Goals:
Goal 1: Increase Community Engagement and Outreach

- Received a new commissioner application; interview scheduled before February 9, 2026 meeting.
- Will coordinate with Commissioner Andrew to post goals and objectives on DAC’s website.
- Collaborating with Commission on Aging for a March 16 Transportation and Accessibility Event.
- Legislative Advocacy Updates: Commissioner Laura shared details on the upcoming Independent Living 
Day (Jan 28) at the Virginia General Assembly and legislative priorities.

Goal 2: Advocate for Accessible and Universal Design Housing
- Updates on site plan participation (Walgreens site and North Arlington townhome project).
- Commissioners expressed concern over accessibility of proposed ramps and lack of affordable units.

Action: Commissioner Marilyn and Chair Karen will follow up with Board Liaison JD Spain and county officials regarding updates to the State Construction Code.

Goal 3: Expand County Government Accessibility Capacity
- Proposed creation of a Senior ADA Accessibility Liaison county position.
- Discussion included benchmarking research by Commissioners Laura and Andrew.
- Board Liaison JD Spain supportive but noted budget challenges; requested a detailed justification for the County Manager.

Next steps: Prepare written submission and follow up with Board Liaison JD Spain on funding prospects.

 February 9, 2026, Meeting Objective:
 Legislative updates and preliminary strategic planning.

March 16, 2026, Meeting Objectives: 
Strategic plan development and review of draft bylaws.

Grant Review Process Commissioner- Commissioners of the Disability Advisory Commission
The Commission reviewed 8 grant applications using established scoring criteria:
- Need for Project
- Project Description
- Agency Capability
- Budget Appropriateness

Disqualified:
- Community Residences, Inc. (CRI) – Did not meet eligibility by not meeting the two-year funding requirement (CRI requested funding for one fiscal year).

Scoring Outcome:
• Brain Injury Services – Funded
• Endependence Center of Northern Virginia (ECNV) – Funded
• Northern Virginia Resource Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing – Funded
• Our Stomping Ground – Funded
• Prevention of Blindness Society – Funded
• Ethiopian Eritrean Special Needs Community – Not funded
• L’Arche Greater Washington – Not funded
• Metropolitan Washington Ear – Not funded

Funding Decision:
- Total available funds: $111,908
- Approved minimum threshold score: 70% (C-average)
- Five proposals met or exceeded threshold.
- Equal allocation: awarded per funded applicant.

MOTIONS & ACTIONS/VOTES

Commissioner Elizabeth motioned to approve January 12, 2026, meeting minutes with the correction of adding Commissioner Laura as co-lead under Goal 3.


· Commissioner Laura seconded the motion.
· The Commission unanimously supported the motion 5-0. 


Commissioners absent:
Commissioner Andrew 
Commissioner Duncan 
Commissioner Justin 


Commissioner Bryant motion to approve equal allocation of funds to the five qualifying applicants:

· Brain Injury Services – Funded 
· Endependence Center of Northern Virginia (ECNV) – Funded ($22,382.60)
· Northern Virginia Resource Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing – Funded ($22,382.60)
· Our Stomping Ground – Funded ($22,382.60)
· Prevention of Blindness Society – Funded ($22,382.60)


· Commissioner Marilyn seconded the motion 
· The Commission unanimously supported the motion 3-0. 


Commissioners absent:
Note: Commissioner Laura present however recused from the review/voting process.
Note: Commissioner Elizabeth present however recused from the review/voting process.
Commissioner Andrew 
Commissioner Duncan 
Commissioner Justin 


Meeting adjourned at 7:45PM.
