DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES


MEETING MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL
ARLINGTON COUNTY DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION

Monday, August 18, 2025 

The DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION convened its meeting at 7:03PM on August 18, 2025.

PRESENT (VIRTUALLY)		Commissioner Elizabeth Priaulx, 
                                                           Commissioner Bryant Atkins
Commissioner Karen Audant, interim chair
Commissioner Marilyn McAlice


ABSENT	Commissioner Duncan Barron
	                                           Commissioner Justin Boatner


STAFF				Courtney Sales 



SUMMARY OF PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS

Discussion/ Follow up on DAC Letter, Mr. Shahriar Amiri, Inspection Services Division Chief 
Commissioner Marilyn McAlice presented concerns regarding accessibility in residential buildings, particularly interior doors and access to amenities. Mr. Amiri provided background on his role, ADA and building code expertise, and affirmed that interior doors must comply with a 5 lb. force requirement.
Commissioner Bryant Atkins asked about complaint procedures and verification of door force standards. Ms. Doris Ray raised concerns about Planning Commission standards not enforced unless developers agreed to them voluntarily. Mr. Amiri clarified limitations of code enforcement due to Virginia’s Dillon Rule and emphasized the need for changes to occur at the state-level. Mr. Amiri is committed to exploring code changes at the state level to address accessibility gaps, including exterior door access. The commission extended an invitation extended to Mr. Amiri to visit Waycroft Apartments for a walkthrough of accessibility challenges pending approval from Waycroft Management Office.
· Report ADA violations/concerns to Code Enforcement
Register or log in to Permit Arlington to submit a Code Enforcement Complaint.
Call 703-228-3232 Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

· To contact Mr. Amiri, email Mrs. Tammy and cc staff liaison (Courtney Sales)
Mrs. Tammy Watson, Mr. Amiri's assistant, twatson@alingtonva.us
Cc: csales@arlingtonva.us 




Disability Advisory Commission Chair Nomination
Commissioners who may be interested in serving as chair were invited to submit their nominations or statements (written or video) two days prior to the September 15, 2025, meeting. Voting will be held at the September meeting.
Commissioner Karen expressed interest in serving as permanent Chair. Commissioner Karen provided her background. Commissioner Karen has over twenty (20) years in federal service, specializing in accessibility and reasonable accommodation. Commissioner Karent has ten (10) years of experience as an K12 educator, with deep familiarity in Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) and special education services, including time with Arlington Public Schools.  Commissioner Karen joined the Arlington County Disability Advisory Commission in October 2023. Commissioner Karen earned an ADA Coordinator Certificate from the University of Missouri and completed a Neurodiversity at Work Certificate Program from Cornell University. If appointed as chair she will prioritize the commission by establishing clear strategic focus, goals, and develop/adopt bylaws and rules of engagement so the commission can work together effectively. During and in between meetings she would work to strengthen the Disability Advisory Commission (DAC) membership through targeted recruitment. Commissioner Karen is dedicated to learning and collaborating within the Commission and expressed appreciation for the knowledge and leadership of long-standing members.


Commissioner Candidate Introduction, Mr. Andrew An
Mr.  Andrew An introduced himself and shared his background in advocacy, accessibility, and nonprofit work. Mr. An is a consultant for Industry Consumer Alliance Technology (ICAT) on accessibility technology. This is a platform that connects consumers with hearing loss and industry partners to create better assistive listening technology. Mr. An wants to bring both his technical and advocacy experience to the table to help Arlington lead in accessibility nationally, and expressed he is eager to learn from the commissioners. 

· Staff liaison will connect Ms. Doris Ray and Mr. Andrew An. 

Staff Liaison Report- Courtney Sales
Roster and recruitment update, Alexa Mavroidis and Suzette Risacher resigned from the commission. Ms. Mavroidis’ work and dedication to the commission was acknowledged during Arlington County Board Recessed Meeting, June 18, 2025. The current roster status, thirteen (13) seats; six (6) currently filled. DAC has received three (3) new applications. 

Regional Grants to Disability Groups is now open. The grant period closes Monday October 6, 2025. Staff liaison will provide commissioners applications with scoring sheets the week of October 6th for review. Discussion and recommendations to be made at December’s meeting.
· Regional Grants to Disability Groups site
· Commission considering updating forms for next grant cycle. 


Interim Chair’s Report, Commissioner Karen
STAR Paratransit Audit Response:
The County Board’s audit of the STAR paratransit system was described as “scathing,” highlighting poor performance and lack of accountability. The Interim Chair met with Board member JD Spain in July to share a formal statement expressing concern over the audit findings. The statement emphasized: absence of clear service metrics, history of complaints received by the Commission, urged the County Board to revise the contract to include enforceable performance standards, ensuring equitable service and rider protection.

Next Steps: Board member JD Spain committed to sharing the statement with staff and the Board. A follow-up meeting is scheduled post-August 24 to discuss county actions in response to the audit.

Action Items: Staff liaison to contact Mr. Edwards (Transportation) for updates on audit follow-up. Consider drafting a direct letter to the County Board outlining: historical complaints and lack of adequate response. Need for accountability and measurable service standards. Potential need for new contractor bids if current performance does not improve.

Suggestions: Develop independent performance metrics for STAR. Research federal regulations tied to Department of Transportation oversight. Possibly invite Roseanne Ashby and Kent Kieser (Accessibility Subcommittee Chair) to provide input on STAR service issues.

Site Plan Review Committee- Ms. Doris R 
No report at this time.

Housing Commission- Ms. Doris R  
No report at this time (commission does not meet during the summer)

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA)
Significant controversy surrounding the new bus network changes, especially in Northern Virginia.
Residents are having trouble traveling across jurisdictions such as Arlington, Alexandria, and Fairfax County. Service Reductions: elimination or reduction of existing bus routes and schedules. Cross-county travel (e.g., to Tysons Corner or Reston) has become more complicated due to increased transfers and fewer direct routes. Accessibility Issues, some bus stops have been removed, requiring longer walks to access transit. Concerns raised about inaccessible streetscapes, which pose challenges for individuals with disabilities. These issues are expected to be formally discussed starting in September


Transportation Plan Advisory Committee- Commissioner Elizabeth P. 
No meeting last month. 
 
Recap of Action Items
· Invite Mr. Amiri to Waycroft Apartments.
· Staff liaison follow up on STAR audit response and performance metrics.
· Prepare for September meeting with agenda items and chair nominations.
· Commissioner Justin- Evaluating New Arlington Boathouse and changing spaces, (added to September meeting agenda. 
· Commissioner Elizabeth will chair September’s meeting.  
· Begin planning for grant review and legislative platform input.

MOTIONS & ACTIONS/VOTES

Commissioner Elizabeth moved to approved June 16, 2025, meeting minutes with the following edits/amendments, in lieu of reporting medical condition for virtual participation, minutes will note/reference VA. CODE § 2.2-3701. Staff liaison will correct that Commissioner Karen attended a program at Cornell University not a webinar as noted in June’s meetings.  

· Commissioner Karen seconded the motion.
· The Commission unanimously supported the motion 4-0. 

Commissioner Marilyn moved to recommend Mr. Andrew An for appointment to the Commission. 

· Commissioner Elizabeth seconded the motion.
· The Commission unanimously supported the motion 4-0


Commissioner Bryant moved to adopt the Updated Electronic Meeting Policy. 

· Commissioner Marilyn seconded the motion.
· The Commission unanimously supported the motion 4-0.


Commissioner Karen moved to have October, December and January’s meeting virtual per updated Electronic Meeting Policy. Staff liaison will check if meetings in a different calendar year (i.e. December and January) would be considered consecutive. 

· Commissioner Elizabeth seconded the motion 
· The Commission unanimously supported the motion 4-0.


Commissioners absent:
Commissioner Duncan Barron
Commissioner Justin Boatner


Meeting adjourned at 9:04PM.
