DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES


MEETING MINUTES OF THE HYBRID 
ARLINGTON COUNTY DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION

DATE  

The DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION convened its meeting at 7:00 pm on June 16, 2025.

PRESENT (IN-PERSON):
	 Commissioner Justin Boatner
	 Commissioner Marilyn McAlice

PRESENT (VIRTUALLY):		
· Commissioner Elizabeth Priaulx, participated virtually from home (via Teams) per VA Code 2.2-3707 that prevented their physical attendance.
· Commissioner Bryant Atkins, participated virtually from home (via Teams) per VA Code 2.2-3707 that prevented their physical attendance
· Commissioner Karen Audant, interim chair, participated virtually from out of town (via Teams) due to care giver duties that prevented their physical attendance.

ABSENT:			
	Commissioner Alexa Mavroidis
	Commissioner Duncan Barron
	Commissioner Doris Ray	
	Commissioner Suzette Risacher

STAFF	Courtney Sales 


SUMMARY OF PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS

Commissioner Marilyn – Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) Comprehensive Plan Update
Commissioner Marilyn attended the LRPC hybrid meeting on May 27, 2025.  Most of the discussions were on comments shared on the charts presented. The discussion topics were related to race/gender however there was the absence of anything about disabilities. Commissioner Marilyn shared, given her role, she felt she represented the commission in saying that there was a significant absence in the goals and objectives relative to disabilities. 

· Information on Long Range Planning Committee

Commissioner Elizabeth- Fairfax Drive (Building across from Beaver Pond) 
Commissioner Elizabeth expressed concern over the heavy presence of people advocating for Arlington treetops. Part of the advocacy is to ensure native trees and plants are placed at the entrance and sidewalk. Based on the conversations, there appears to be no concern about the entrance door location and the issue of crowding that may cause pedestrians to walk on the accessible curb cut. There was mention of moving the door entrance away from the curb to the side. Commissioner Elizabeth noted, it was interesting that the Arlington Plan is being followed; however, the minimum ADA requirements for accessible units is not upheld.  
· Commissioner Elizabeth will share the information with the commission. 
· Commission asked staff liaison for general ADA facilities checklist. 


Commissioner Elizabeth asked the commission what are some action items that will address this matter. 

The following were provided: 
· Elevate these issues when there's a site planning review meeting on projects. 
· Commissioners use a sheet with talking points in public forums for consistent messaging. 
· Opportunity to follow up with JD Spain about the talking points once developed. 
· DAC Chair meet with Board JD Spain one-on-one regularly.  
· Staff liaison will find out what the site plan review (SPR) meeting process is related to ADA (i.e. internal ADA, talking to builders). 

  

Commissioner Marilyn US Access Board Webinar-Outdoor Dining, Retail, and Community Spaces
Commissioner Marilyn attended the US Access Board webinar. The webinar covered outdoor social activities including outdoor dining, retail, and community gatherings such as music festivals, street carnivals, parades, and farmers markets. The webinar addressed the accessibility of outdoor dining, retail and other social gatherings that take place in the public right-of-way accessibility guidelines (PROWAG). The presentation highlighted provisions in the ADA Standards and PROWAG that pertain to making these outdoor experiences accessible for people with disabilities.

· Commissioner Marilyn will share information learned/materials with the commission. 

· Arlington County Fair Parking- staff liaison will check if designated disability accessible parking will be marked at the fair (past two years accessible parking has been available however no signage)
 
Commissioner Karen-Cornell University Course
Commissioner Karen attended a program by Cornell University about Neurodiversity.  The professor who taught the course offered amazing resources. 

· Commissioner Karen will send links of resources provided at the webinar. 



MOTIONS & ACTIONS/VOTES

Commissioner Marilyn moved to approve January 27, 2025, meeting minutes. 

· Commissioner Elizabeth seconded the motion.
· The Commission unanimously supported the motion 5-0. 

Commissioner Karen moved to approve February 17, 2025, with edits (4th paragraph, ADA noncompliance section, last sentence word attributed needs to be corrected).

· Commissioner Marilyn seconded the motion.
· The Commission unanimously supported the motion 5-0.

Commissioner Elizabeth moved to approve March 17, 2025, meeting minutes. 

· Commissioner Marilyn seconded the motion.
· The Commission unanimously supported the motion 5-0.


Commissioners absent:
Commissioner Alexa
Commissioner Doris
Commissioner Suzette 
Commissioner Duncan  


Meeting adjourned at 8:16 pm.
