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§34.3 NO MODIFICATIONS

834.3. No modifications
A. No special exceptions

1. The standards in this Section 34 may not be modified by the Special Exception process

set forth in Section 36.H. of the Zoning Ordinance.

ARLINGTON COUNTY VIRGINIA DRAFT

(12/28/11) ZONING ORDINANCE
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§34.4 SIGNS PROHIBITED IN ALL DISTRICTS

2. Fortreatment of signs allowed by a site plan or comprehensive sign plan approved by |
Special Exception before the effective date of this revised Section 34, see
§34.16.D534-16.D. ‘

B. No variances

The standards in this Section 34 are not subject to variance under Section 36.E. of the
Zoning Ordinance.

ARLINGTON COUNTY VIRGINIA DRAFT (12/28/11) ZONING ORDINANCE
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§34.9 SIGNS IN PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY OR ON OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY

§34.9. Signs in public right-of-way or on other public property

the signs specified in this section are allowed in the right-of-way and no other private signs are

allowed there. To the extent that the-Arlington-County-BDepartment-of-Envirenmental-Services
andferthe Virginia Department of Transportation controls placement of signs or other objects
in a right-of-way, the applicable regulations of those agencies shall supersede this section.

A. Permanent and temporary signs allowed

The following signs shall be allowed in the public right-of-way in Arlington County or on
parks or other public property controlled by Arlington County:

2-1.-Signs installed by employees or officials of Arlington County, or a state or federal
agency in the course of their governmental duties and bearing no commercial
message, including without limitation, signs conforming to the Manual of Uniform

Traffic Control Devices or Arlington Way Finding Standards;

4-2.Signs required by a state or federal statute or County ordinance;

5-3. Signs installed by public utilities in their rights-of-way or on their facilities and bearing
no commercial message other than sueh a message_that is necessary to identify the
use;

4. Signs installed by a transit company with a franchise or other right to operate in

Arlington County, where such signs are installed along its routes and relate to current
or general schedules or other information about the transit route;

ARLINGTON COUNTY VIRGINIA DRAFT (12/28/11) ZONING ORDINANCE
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§34.9 SIGNS IN PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY OR ON OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY

5. Signs attached to privately owned appurtenances or fixtures in the public right-of-way
where such appurtenances or fixtures and the signs for them are allowed by the terms
of thea permit, encroachment or agreement issued or approved by The County and
by which they are installed;

6. Temporary signs or banners approved by the County as part of and incident to a
special event permit and placed in locations established by the County; such signs
shall be limited to messages related to the special event and its sponsors and shall be
removed within five business days after the end of such event;

7. AdditionalsSigns in parks that relate to the use of the park ene-ermerefacilities
{including temporary-uses-by-particularentities-or-individuals), provided that such
signs shall not be legible from any public right-of-way outside the park and such signs
shall bear no commercial message except one that relates to a lawful commercial

activity approved within the park-ertawfultemporaryuse-of a-faclity-withinthe park;

8. Signs for concessionaires and event sponsors inside stadiums_or; arenas or at or
adjacent to ball fields or other such facilities. Signs within tecated-inside an outdoor
facility, if such facility is located 400 feet or more from the nearest right-of-way, shall
be deemed not to be legible from such right-of-way even if they may be visible from
some locations outside the facility; and

9. Sidewalk signs subject to the standards and conditions in §34.7.Q.; and

10. Signs giving the place name of a neighborhood established as a distinctive area by
custom and usage recognized throughout the County and/or direction to the location
of public facilities in the neighborhood may be displayed in such neighborhood or
community or at not more than four (4) entrances thereto:

(&) No such sign shall exceed an overall height of eight (8) feet nor have an area
exceeding twenty (20) square feet;

(b) The overall area of the sign structure shall not exceed one hundred (100) square
feet;

(c) The signs shall be made from durable materials and be of a design that
harmonizes with the surrounding structures and natural features and give notice
without creating harm to traffic safety by either its placement, bulk, or visual
characteristics; and

(d) Such signs shall be installed by the County; where such signs are to be placed on
private property, it is the responsibility of the association or persons requesting
such signs to provide to the County authorizationlegatdocumentsnecessary-to
provide-easementsforthesigns in a form acceptable to the County.

B. Banner systems allowed

The County Board may authorize the County Manager to place, and, upon such
authorization the County Manager may place, or cause to be placed, banners or banner
systems in the public right-of-way in areas designated for revitalization or redevelopment
on the County's General Land Use Plan-as-speciatrevitalization-areas. Such banners or
banner systems shall be authorized only after findings by the County Board that the
proposed banners would not adversely affect traffic safety to a significant degree and that
the proposed banners would not result in clutter that would adversely affect the

ARLINGTON COUNTY VIRGINIA DRAFT (12/28/11) ZONING ORDINANCE
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SIGNS-DRAFT
§34.9 SIGNS IN PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY OR ON OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY

appearance or character of the surrounding neighborhood. The County Board ordinance
will determine specific designs, locations and physical characteristics of forgroupsof
sigasthe banners for a designated area, including the size-ef-banners; standards relating to
maintenance, removal and replacement; and the length of time for which the banners may
be displayed. The messages on these banners shall be government speech, determined by
the County Board or, if authorized by the Board, by the County Manager. Autherizations

Temporary signs placed by private parties
Temporary signs installed by private parties shall be allowed only in accordance with —ané
enly-in-acecordance-with— this section.
1. Lighting
Such signs shall not be lighted.
2. Location

Such signs may be placed only on that portion of the public right-of-way adjacent to a
street, road, highway or sidewalk but not on utility poles or trees, landscaped
beautification areas, traffic circles or; control devices or; signs, or any paved portion of
a pedestrian refuge area, nor shall such signs be placed on or adjacent to any other

public lands such as school sites, recreation fields, parks, and parkways.

4-3. Identification

Each such sign shall bear a clear identification of the establishment, person or other
entity placing the sign or causing it to be placed; any sign that lacks such identification
shall be considered a violation of this provision, regardless of whether it conforms
with the other requirements of this provision._The person or other entity named on
the sign shall be responsible for placement of such sign in accordance with this
Section 34.

5-4. Type 1 (real—estate—and—othercommercial and noncommercial)

temporary signs

(&) Type 1signs are limited to 1.5 square feet in size and a height of 3 feet;

(b) Type 1 signs may be displayed only from sundown on Friday to sundown on
Sundays and fromen-tegal sundown the night before a legal holiday to sundown

on that holidayhelidays;

(c) _Type 1 signs may bear any noncommercial message or a commercial message
providing directions to the location of a commercial activity lawfully conducted
within one-half mile of the site of the sign; for purposes of this paragraph only,
the offering of real or personal property for sale, rent or lease shall be considered
a commercial activity conducted at the location of the property; and

£e)(d) To limit clutter, no more than one sign may be placed for any business
activitypersen, establishment, candidate, political issue or ticket or other entity
shallplaceorhave meorethan-enesign in any street intersection.

ARLINGTON COUNTY VIRGINIA DRAFT (1/5/12) ZONING ORDINANCE
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§34.10 STANDARDS FOR LIGHTED SIGNS

6-5. Type 2 (noncommercial) temporary signs
(@) Type 2 signs are limited to 4.5 square feet in size and a height of 3 feet;
(b) Type 2 signs may bear only noncommercial messages;

(c) Type 2 signs may be displayed up to 31 consecutive days before an election called
by a duly constituted governmental body, including all primaries, which signs shall
be removed within five (5) days after the election to which they pertain; and

{e}(d) To limit clutter, no more than two signs shall be placed for any persen;
establishment-candidate, political issue or ticket or other entity shattplace-or
have-moerethantwe-sigasin any median strip.

ARLINGTON COUNTY VIRGINIA DRAFT (12/28/11) ZONING ORDINANCE
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O0BSIGNS-DRAFT

17. Median strip. A portion of the median that is surrounded by a continuous curb, or

where no curb exists, is bordered by a curb cut, street, street intersection, sidewalk,

utility or planting strip.

ARLINGTON COUNTY VIRGINIA DRAFT

(12/28/11) ZONING ORDINANCE




	Signs_Public_Oct9f_ZOCO_01-05-2012
	§34. SIGNS 
	§34.1. Purpose
	A. To provide one of the implementation tools for the Arlington County Comprehensive Plan by creating sign regulations that are consistent with  Development and Growth Goals of the General Land Use Plan (a key element of the Comprehensive Plan), which calls for concentrating high density residential, commercial and office development within designated Metro Station Areas, while preserving and enhancing existing single-familyone-family and apartment neighborhoods and neighborhood retail; areas; 
	B. To allow signs as accessory and incidental uses to the primary residential, commercial, manufacturing and related uses in the County;
	C. To encourage the effective use of signs as a means of communication for businesses, organizations and individuals in Arlington County; 
	D. To balance the way-finding and commercial sign needs of the intensely urban parts of the County with the desires and concerns of residents of single-familyone-family and other residential areas;
	E. To provide a means of way-finding in the community, thus reducing traffic confusion and congestion; 
	F. To provide for adequate business identification, advertising, and communication; 
	G. To prohibit signs of such excessive size and number that they obscure one another to the detriment of the economic and social well-being of the County and its residents, property owners and visitors;
	H. To provide incentives to developers to screen the clutter of large construction sites from public view by allowing developers to display project-related artwork and messages on screening devices for the limited period of time that the project is under construction;
	I. To protect the safety and welfare of the public by minimizing hazards to pedestrian and vehicular traffic;  
	J. To differentiate among those signs that, because of their location, may distract drivers on public streets and those that may provide information to them while they remain in their cars but out of active traffic; 
	K. To differentiate the small  messages placards, labels and displays that serve purposes ranging from warnings to instructions on how to operate mechanical devices in sizes and locations that do not add to clutter and that are unlikely to distract drivers;
	L. To minimize the possible adverse effects of signs on nearby public and private property;
	M. To prohibit  most signs with commercial messages in residential zoning districts, while allowing those commercial messages that relate to commercial activities lawfully conducted on individual properties within such districts; and
	N. To provide broadly for the expression of individual opinions through the use of signs on private property.

	§34.2. Applicability
	A. Generally
	B. Other standards and other permits required
	1. Electrical permits for any type of electrified or lighted sign;
	2. Permits, encroachments or other approvals for any sign placed in a right-of-way; and
	3. Permission of the property owner (whether public or private) for any sign placed on land or affixed to an appurtenance to land where the land and/or appurtenance is not owned by the person placing or affixing the sign.

	C. Signs and similar devices to which ordinance not applicable
	D. Signs subject to other requirements
	1. Signs conforming to the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices or to Arlington Way Finding Standards, and bearing no commercial message;
	2. Signs installed by employees or officials of a state or federal agency in the course of their governmental duties and bearing no commercial message;
	3. Signs required by a state or federal statute or County Ordinance; and 
	4. Signs required by an order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

	E. Strict construction of applicability

	§34.3. No modifications
	A. No special exceptions
	1. The standards in this Section 34 may not be modified by the Special Exception process set forth in Section 36.H. of the Zoning Ordinance.
	2. For treatment of signs allowed by a site plan or comprehensive sign plan approved by Special Exception before the effective date of this revised Section 34, see §34.16.D§34.16.D.

	B. No variances

	§34.4. Signs prohibited in all districts
	A. Types of signs prohibited
	Any sign which is not accessory or incidental to the existing or future otherwise approved lawful use of the property on which it is located;
	1. Any sign which falsely presents or implies the need or requirement of stopping or caution or the existence of danger or which is a copy or imitation of or which for any reason is likely to be confused with any sign displayed or authorized by a public authority;
	Any portable sign except those sidewalk signs expressly allowed under §34.7.Q§34.7.Q; 
	1. Any sign that violates any provision of any law of the Commonwealth of Virginia or the United States relating to outdoor advertising;
	2. Any sign that violates any provision of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code;
	3. Balloons and other devices which are not specifically permitted elsewhere in this Section 34 and which are located or designed to attract attention to goods or services available for sale;
	4. Signs attached to, painted on or otherwise affixed to any rock, tree or other natural feature;
	5. Any sign erected or painted upon a standpipe, fire escape or utility pole, except the manufacturer's or installer's ID plate which shall not be legible from a distance of more than three feet;
	6. Any sign painted on or attached to a fence, except:
	(a) Certain freestanding signs as expressly allowed by this Section 34;
	(b) Signs on fences or other screening devices at construction sites, as allowed by §34.7.R; and
	Signs smaller than two square feet in R, RA-615, RA7-16, RA8-18 and RA14-26 districts and smaller than four square feet in all other districts and containing no commercial message.

	7. Signs attached to any veranda or any building in the County, except to the extent that such signs are expressly allowed as “attached” signs under this Section 34 or are exempt from this Section; 
	8. Signs projected onto walls, fences or other surfaces;
	9. Searchlights and other projections into the sky; and
	10. Signs for which a separate structure is mounted on a roof or parapet; this provision does not prevent signs which are integral to the building.
	11. Sign structures which do not support a sign, including otherwise permitted or nonconforming sign structures, after the sign has been removed for a period of thirty (30) days;

	B. Sign characteristics prohibited
	1. Any sign which falsely presents or implies the need or requirement of stopping or caution or the existence of danger or which is a copy or imitation of or which for any reason is likely to be confused with any sign displayed or authorized by a public authority;
	2. Any sign that violates any provision of any law of the Commonwealth of Virginia or the United States relating to outdoor advertising;
	3. Any sign that violates any provision of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code;
	4. Any moving sign or device to attract attention, whether or not any such device has written message content, of which all or any part moves by any means, including fluttering, rotating or otherwise moving devices, or set in motion by movement of the atmosphere including, but not limited to, pennants, propellers, discs, balloons, and similar devices.  This prohibition does not apply to:
	(a) Flags otherwise allowed under this Section 34;
	(b) Automatic changeable copy signs that conform with §34.11.B§34.11.B; or
	(c) Banners where allowed by this Section 34, provided that such banners are firmly affixed at two ends, two sides or four corners to mitigate the effect of flapping in the breeze.

	5. Any flashing sign or device displaying flashing or intermittent lights or lights of changing degrees of intensity.  This prohibition does not apply to devices that automatically reduce the intensity or brightness of the sign at night and that increase it during the day.  This prohibition also does not apply to automatic changeable copy signs that conform with §34.11.B§34.11.B. Changing the copy on a bulletin board or changeable copy type sign which conforms with the standards of §34.11.B shall be deemed not to be flashing or intermittent illuminations;
	6. Sign lighting which does not conform with the standards of §34.10.A;
	7. Signs that produce sound or noise; cause interference with radio, telephone, television or other communication transmissions; produce or reflect motion pictures; emit visible smoke, vapor, particles, or odor; and
	1. Reflective signs or signs which produce light of such brightness as to constitute a hazard or nuisance to any building or property other than the building or property to which the sign may be related, as determined by the Zoning Administrator.

	A. Other prohibitions
	8. Sign structures which do not support a sign, including otherwise permitted or nonconforming sign structures, after the sign has been removed for a period of thirty (30) days;
	9. Any sign advertising any commercial activity, product, or service not on the lot on which the sign is placed or not in a location that is part of the same approved comprehensive sign plan or site plan; 
	1. Any sign erected or painted upon a tree, standpipe, fire escape or utility pole, except the manufacturer's or installer's ID plate which shall not be legible from a distance of more than three feet;
	1. Any sign painted on or attached to a fence, except:
	(a) Certain freestanding signs as expressly allowed by this Section 34;
	(a) Signs on fences or other screening devices at construction sites, as allowed by §34.7.R; and
	(a) Signs smaller than two square feet in R, RA-615, RA7-16, RA8-18 and RA14-26 districts and smaller than four square feet in all other districts and containing no commercial message.



	§34.5. Signs in singleone-family (R) districts (excluding R-C) and for single-familyone-family uses in RA14-26 RA8-18 RA7-16 RA6-15all zoning districts
	A. Use of table to determine signs allowed
	B. Messages
	C. Lighting
	D. Changeable copy
	E. Flags
	1. Defined
	2. General standards

	F. Freestanding signs
	1. Defined 
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards
	(a) Permanent freestanding sign may not contain a commercial message, and no more than three temporary signs on any lot at one time may contain commercial messages:
	(b) The only commercial messages permitted on the three (or fewer) temporary signs are messages related to:
	(1) commercial activity lawfully conducted on the premises, including the lawful, occasional sale of personal property (such as through a garage sale or a yard sale); or
	(2) the sale, rental or lease of the premises.  

	(c) The only commercial messages permitted on the three (or fewer) temporary signs are messages related to:
	(d) commercial activity lawfully conducted on the premises, including the lawful, occasional sale of personal property (such as through a garage sale or a yard sale); or
	(e) the sale, rental or lease of the premises.  
	(f) Signs related to the sale of personal property shall be removed within twenty-four hours after the end of the sale;
	(1) Signs related to the sale, lease or rental of the premises shall be removed no later than the date on which the deed, lease or other document representing the transaction is completed; and 
	(2) If a message relates to an election or special event, it shall be removed within seven days following the conclusion of such election or other event.  



	G. Incidental signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards

	H. Signs for Institutional usessigns
	1. Defined
	2. Generally
	3. Option

	I. Temporary signs
	J. Traffic-control signs
	1. Defined
	2. General Standards
	3. Other standards
	(a) Traffic control signs are allowed only in off-street parking areas required by the Zoning Ordinance and/or shown on an approved site plan;
	(b) Traffic control signs (including lighting) must conform with the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices and/or Arlington Way Finding Standards\; no other sizes are allowed and no separate lighting is allowed except as specified by those standard design sources.


	K. Wall signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards


	§34.6. Signs in multi-family districts RA14-26 RA8-18 RA7-16 RA6-15 
	A. Use of table to determine signs allowed
	B. Messages
	C. Lighting
	D. Changeable copy
	E. Awning signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards

	F. Banners
	1. Defined
	2. General standards

	G. Directory signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards

	H. Flags
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards

	I. Freestanding signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards

	J. Incidental signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards

	K. Signs for Institutional usessigns
	1. Defined
	2. Generally
	3. Option

	L. Temporary signs
	M. Traffic-control signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards
	(a) Traffic control signs are allowed only in off-street parking areas required by the Zoning Ordinance and/or shown on an approved site plan; and
	(b) Traffic control signs (including lighting) must conform with the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and/or Arlington Way-Finding Standards; no other sizes are allowed and no separate lighting is allowed except as specified by those standard design sources.


	N. Wall signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards


	§34.7. Signs in R-C, commercial, manufacturingindustrial, mixed-use and public districts
	A. Use of table to determine signs allowed
	B. Messages
	C. Lighting
	D. Changeable copy
	E. Aggregate sign area
	1. Maximum allowed
	(a) One square foot of sign area per linear foot of building frontage; or
	(b) For a building with one or more establishments with less than 60 feet of frontage, a minimum of 60 square feet for each such establishment plus one square foot of sign area per linear foot of building frontage not occupied by those establishments.  

	2. Signs included 

	F. Arcade signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards

	G. Awning signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards

	H. Banners on buildings
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards
	4. Temporary signs
	(a) After issuance of a certificate of occupancy and before installation of an allowed permanent freestanding or wall sign; such a banner shall be removed upon the installation of the permanent sign or the expiration of six months from the date of installation of the banner, whichever first occurs.;
	(b) For a “grand opening” of a new establishment or an establishment with a substantial change in ownership or control; such a banner may be displayed for a period of not more than 30 days.;
	(c) To advertise the availability of space or units for sale, lease or rent in the building; see subsection 34.14“Temporary Signs” for the time limits on the display of such signs..  


	I. Banners on poles
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards
	(a) Banners on poles are allowed only for property included in an approved comprehensive sign plan and only in accordance with the provisions of the approved plan;
	(b) Poles on which banners are allowed shall be poles which are:
	(1) approved on or consistent with the approved site plan for the project;
	(2) installed primarily for other purposes, such as site lighting; and
	(3) located in a parking lot or along a private street;

	(c) Two banners shall be allowed on a pole only if the two banners are of the same size and are mounted at the same height;
	(d) Banners on poles must be in frames that secure the banners on all sides;  
	(e) Banners on poles shall bear no commercial message that is legible from a public right-of-way or from property not included in the approved comprehensive sign plan.

	4. Other permits or approvals

	J. Directional signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards
	(a) Directional signs are allowed only for a site with more than one building and with an approved comprehensive sign plan and then are allowed only in those locations shown on the approved Plan;
	(b) A setback of less than 50 feet from the right-of-way may be approved if the location of the sign is such that is screened so that the sign is not legible from the right-of-way. 


	K. Directory signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards
	(a) Directory signs are allowed for a building or site with an approved comprehensive sign plan and then are allowed only in those locations shown on the approved Plan, generally at each public entrance to an office or other building with multiple users sharing an entrance.
	(b) A single directory sign is also allowed as a wall sign at a secondary entrance to a building from a sidewalk or parking area; 
	(c) A detachedfreestanding project directory and/or map may be permitted at each driveway or other vehicular entrance to the project, as shown on an approved comprehensive sign plan;  the maximum size of a detached directory sign shall be 15 square feet on a side (with not more than two sides) and the height shall not exceed 7 feet;
	(d) No part of a directory sign of either type except the word “directory” or “map” or something similar shall be legible from the a distance of more than 6 feet.


	L. Flags
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards

	M. Freestanding signs
	1. Defined
	2. General Standards
	3. Uses for which allowed
	(a) Outdoor sales lot;
	(b) Unified shopping center; and
	(c) Vehicular service establishment (as an alternative to wall sign).

	4. Other standards
	(a) For a unified shopping center, Oone additional freestanding identification sign may be approved,  for any of the above listed uses, if both freestanding signs are incorporated into screening or retaining walls or planter boxes or are mounted on a brick base with a maximum height of three feet and a maximum overall base and sign height of 15 feet, and the total sign area of both signs does not exceed 60 square feet;
	(b) For an establishment located on a corner lot or on a lot with frontage on two or more streets, one additional freestanding sign may be approved with the same dimensions as the first sign; 
	(c) Where two freestanding signs are allowed on a site, the sign placed on the side street shall not be located within 200 feet of property zoned R or RA.


	N. Incidental signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards

	O. Institutional signs
	1. Defined
	2. Generally
	3. Option

	P. Projecting signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other permits
	4. Relationship to wall signs

	Q. Sidewalk signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards
	(a) Temporary sidewalk signs shall be permitted only for Establishements (but not for home occupations)
	(b) No more than one temporary sSidewalk signs shall be limited to a maximum of one sign is perjitted for each public entrance to an establishment.; Ffor purposes of this subsection 34.7.Qentence, a parking garage is an establishment and a public entrance includes a vehicular entrance; 
	(c) If an establishment has more than one public entrance and two of the public entrances face the same street and are located within 200 feet or less of each other, then a sign shall be allowed for only one of the such public entrances;
	(d) Such signs may be placed on the sidewalk only during hours the establishment is open, but in no case before 6:00 a.m. or after 11:00 p.m.;
	(e) Temporary sidewalk signs shall be permitted only on sidewalks where there is an existing minimum six-foot clear walkway (an unobstructed areas serving as circulation space for pedestrians).  In order to provide adequate clearance for pedestrians and persons with visual and mobility disabilities, such signs shall not be placed within any required clear walkway for the site, and shall be located either entirely within two feet of the building face, or within the landscape and utility zone such that there is at least one foot between the sign and the edge of the curb (on sidewalks where there is no landscaping, sidewalk signs may be placed within four feet of the edge of the curb is such placmenet maints the clear walkway required in this subparagraph and maintains at least one foot between the sign and the edge of the curb)Signs shall be designed to be compatible with pedestrian traffic, including persons with walkers or wheelchairs.  To provide adequate clearance for pedestrians and persons with disabilities, each such sign shall be located so that there is a continuous clear walkway width of at least six feet between obstructions, including the sign, with a vertical clearance of at least eight feet; 
	(f) On sidewalks for which a clear walkway wider than six feet has been designated through a Sector Plan or other adopted policy, the location of the sign shall preserve the designated widthTemporary sidewalk signs shall not be placed in tree pits that are not covered with hard grates; 
	(g) Such signs shall be self-supporting with no protruding legs or supports that are continuous with the plane of the sign face; and
	(h) Any sign found by the Zoning Administrator to be unsafe or to present a hazard or to impair a required clear walkway, in the opinion of the zoning administrator or his or her designee, shall be removed immediately.


	R. Temporary signs
	S. Traffic control signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards
	(a) Traffic control signs are allowed only in off-street parking areas required by the Zoning Ordinance and/or shown on an approved site plan;
	(b) Traffic control signs (including lighting) must conform with the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices and/or Arlington Way-Finding Standards; no other sizes are allowed and no separate lighting is allowed except as specified by those standard design sources.


	T. Wall signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Dimensional Standards
	(a) For a property or building for which there is not an approved comprehensive sign plan, the following dimensional standards apply to wall signs:
	(b) For a property or building for which there is an approved comprehensive sign plan, the only dimensional limitation on wall signs is the maximum aggregate sign area (see §34.7.E.1), as allocated under the approved comprehensive sign plan.  

	4. Other standards
	(a) No signs shall be permitted on that part of the side or rear wall of a building within 100 feet from any "R" or "RA" District;
	(b) Any sign that projects more than 18 inches from the wall shall be considered a projecting sign and is subject to the provisions of §34.7.P;  
	(c) No sign shall extend above the height of the actual roofline of the building measured from the actual roofline in the case of a flat roof or the eaves line in the case of a hip or gable roof, except as follows; on a wall that is 24 feet or less in height, up to 20 percent of the sign area may extend up to 1.5 feet above the top of the wall;
	(d) When Notwithstanding the provisions of §34.7.t.4(a), when the primary entrance of a tenant is located on a side or rear wall of a building, the tenant's sign that otherwise would be allowed on the front wall of the building may be erected on the wall where the primary entrance of the tenant is located instead of the front wall of the building;
	(e) An occupant is allowed signs totaling either the larger of 60 square feet or one times the occupant’s share of the building frontage;
	(f) In addition, one (1) sign not exceeding six (6) square feet in area may be erected to identify secondary entrances to a building from a pedestrian way, from an alley, or from automobile parking space; and
	(g) On the side or rear wall of a commercial building which abuts a public street or a parking lot associated with the commercial building, for buildings located on corner lots or lots abutting streets at both the front and rear, or for buildings served by an abutting parking lot of no less than sixty (60) feet in width located to the side or rear of the main building: one (1) side or rear sign in addition to that allowed above with a maximum area of thirty (30) square feet.

	5. Additional wall signs near roofline
	6. Standards
	(a) The maximum sign face area of a near roof wall  high-rise building sign is limited as follows:
	(b) Near roof wall signs may not be attached to roof-mounted structures that exist solely for the purpose of supporting the sign;
	(c) The top of a near roof wall sign shall not extend above the main roofline of the building;
	(d) No projecting signs are allowed as near-roof wall signs;
	(e) No more than two near-roof wall signs are allowed on any side of a building;
	(f) Near-roof wall signs may not be mounted on walls which abut one another on a single building;
	(g) Lighted near roof wall signs may not be mounted in a location directly facing and within 100 feet of an R or RA zoning district;
	(h) No more than two near-roof signs are allowed per building;
	(i) No near-roof wall sign shall have any automatic changeable copy element; 
	(j) A near-roof wall sign may be illuminated only by internal lighting; 
	(k) A near-roof wall sign shall not be illuminated between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. the next morning;. 
	(a) A high-rise building sign may bear any commercial message related to an establishment or activity lawfully conducted in the building to which the sign; for a building devoted exclusively to residential uses, such sign may bear a commercial message related to the residential use of the building.

	7. Other signs on walls

	U. Window signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards
	(a) Any establishment located on the first or second floor or floor of a building shall be permitted window signs allowed here;
	(b) Temporary window signs shall be made of nondurable materials such as paper or fabric;.
	(c) No temporary window sign shall remain on display for more than 30 consecutive days or for more than five days after the end of any event that it advertises, except as otherwise provided here;
	(d) If an establishment that has less than 100 square feet of window area has a change of management or ownership, it may obtain a permit to display a temporary sign of up to 20 square feet announcing the change in ownership or management for up to 30 days; and
	(e) Notwithstanding the time limits established here for individual signs, an establishment may continuously display temporary window signs.  



	§34.8. Signs for institutional uses
	A. Choice of standards
	B. Miscellaneous signs
	1. Flags;
	2. Incidental signs; and
	3. Traffic control signs.

	C. Banners 
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards

	D. Freestanding signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards

	E. Temporary Signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards
	3. Other standards

	A. Wall Signs
	1. Defined
	2. General standards


	§34.9. Signs in public right-of-way or on other public property 
	A. Permanent and temporary signs allowed
	1.  Signs conforming to the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices or Arlington Way-Finding Standards and bearing no commercial message;
	1.  Signs installed by employees or officials of Arlington County, or a state or federal agency in the course of their governmental duties and bearing no commercial message, including without limitation, signs conforming to the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices or Arlington Way Finding Standards;
	1.  Signs installed by employees of Arlington County in the course of their governmental duties and bearing no commercial message;
	2. Signs required by a state or federal statute or County ordinance;
	3. Signs installed by public utilities in their rights-of-way or on their facilities and bearing no commercial message other than such a message that is necessary to identify the use; 
	4. Signs installed by a transit company with a franchise or other right to operate in Arlington County, where such signs are installed along its routes and relate to current or general schedules or other information about the transit route; 
	5. Signs attached to privately owned appurtenances or fixtures in the public right-of-way where such appurtenances or fixtures and the signs for them are allowed by the terms of thea permit, encroachment or agreement issued or approved by The County and  by which they are installed; 
	6. Temporary signs or banners approved by the County as part of and incident to a special event permit  and placed in locations established by the County; such signs shall be limited to messages related to the special event and its sponsors and shall be removed within five business days after the end of such event;
	7. Additional sSigns in parks that relate to the use of the park one or more facilities (including temporary uses by particular entities or individuals), provided that such signs shall not be legible from any public right-of-way outside the park and such signs shall bear no commercial message except one that relates to a lawful commercial activity approved within the park or lawful temporary use of a facility within the park;
	8. Signs for concessionaires and event sponsors inside stadiums or, arenas or at or adjacent to ball fields or other such facilities.  Signs within located inside an outdoor facility, if such facility is located 400 feet or more from the nearest right-of-way, shall be deemed not to be legible from such right-of-way even if they may be visible from some locations outside the facility; and
	9. Sidewalk signs subject to the standards and conditions in §34.7.Q.; and
	10. Signs giving the place name of a neighborhood established as a distinctive area by custom and usage recognized throughout the County and/or direction to the location of public facilities in the neighborhood may be displayed in such neighborhood or community or at not more than four (4) entrances thereto: 
	(a) No such sign shall exceed an overall height of eight (8) feet nor have an area exceeding twenty (20) square feet;
	(b) The overall area of the sign structure shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet; 
	(c) The signs shall be made from durable materials and be of a design that harmonizes with the surrounding structures and natural features and give notice without creating harm to traffic safety by either its placement, bulk, or visual characteristics; and
	(d) Such signs shall be installed by the County; where such signs are to be placed on private property, it is the responsibility of the association or persons requesting such signs to provide to the County authorizationlegal documents necessary to provide easements for the signs in a form acceptable to the County. 


	B. Banner systems allowed
	C. Temporary signs placed by private parties
	1. Lighting
	2. Location
	1. Number at one location
	3. Identification
	4. Type 1 (real estate and othercommercial and noncommercial) temporary signs
	(a) Type 1 signs are limited to 1.5 square feet in size and a height of 3 feet;
	(b) Type 1 signs may be displayed only from sundown on Friday to sundown on Sundays and fromon legal sundown the night before a legal holiday to sundown on that holidayholidays;
	(c) Type 1 signs may bear any noncommercial message or a commercial message providing directions to the location of a commercial activity lawfully conducted within one-half mile of the site of the sign; for purposes of this paragraph only, the offering of real or personal property for sale, rent or lease shall be considered a commercial activity conducted at the location of the property; and
	(d) To limit clutter, no more than one sign may be placed for any business activityperson, establishment, candidate, political issue or ticket or other entity shall place or have more than one sign in any street intersection.  

	5. Type 2 (noncommercial) temporary signs
	(a) Type 2 signs are limited to 4.5 square feet in size and a height of 3 feet;
	(b) Type 2 signs may bear only noncommercial messages;
	(c) Type 2 signs may be displayed up to 31 consecutive days before an election called by a duly constituted governmental body, including all primaries, which signs shall be removed within five (5) days after the election to which they pertain; and
	(d) To limit clutter, no more than two signs shall be placed for any person, establishment, candidate, political issue or ticket or other entity shall place or have more than two signs in any median strip.


	A. Other signs

	§34.10. Standards for lighted signs
	A. Illumination
	1. General
	2. Light levels
	(a) Direct (internally) lighted signs
	(b) Indirect lighted signs
	(c) Automated changeable copy signs
	(d) Level control
	(e) Near residential districts generally


	B. Architectural lighting and embellishments
	1. Architectural lighting generally
	(a) Tubes or strips of lights that outline a building or a part thereof;
	(b) Lighting that highlights parts of a building that do not include a sign as defined in this Section 34; and/or
	(c) Architectural embellishments such as special rooflines, parapets, building extensions or accessories.

	2. Lighting of rooflines


	§34.11. Flashing, moving and changeable copy signs
	A. General rule
	B. Size and time limits
	1. The following limitations shall apply to the aggregate area of the automatic changeable copy portion of the sign; the overall area of the sign is regulated by other provisions of this Section 34.
	(a) The message or image on the sign shall change no more than one time per minute, except where changes in a sign occur automatically to reflect changes in temperature, availability of parking spaces, or arrival of transit vehicles;
	(b) An automatic changeable copy sign on which the message changes or is designed to change more than once every 24 hours may not exceed 4 square feet in size;
	(c) A sign on which the message changes or is designed to change no more than once every 24 hours (as averaged over a 10-day period) shall not exceed 12 square feet in size.


	C. Rules for changeable copy signs allowed under this section
	1. Such technology shall be programmed so that the message or image on the sign changes no more often than one time per minute.  The one time per minute limitation shall not apply to changes of numerals in a sign that is programmed to change automatically to reflect changes in temperature, availability of parking spaces arrival time of transit vehicles or other determinable facts reflected in whole numbers;
	1. There shall be no effects of movement, flashing, scintillation, or similar effects in the individual images.
	2. Changes of image shall be substantially instantaneous as seen by the human eye and shall not use fading, rolling, window shading, dissolving or similar effects as part of the change.
	3. Light emitting diodes and similar lighting are permitted for automatic changeable copy such signs, which is an explicit exception to the general ban on visible lighting sources for signs.
	4. The technology in automatic changeable copy signs shall use automatic level controls to reduce light levels at night and under cloudy or other darkened conditions, in accordance with the following standards.
	(a) All electronic or digital display unit message boardsautomatic changeable copy signs shall have installed ambient light monitors that , and shall at all times allow such monitors to automatically adjustment of the brightness level of the electronic boardsign based on ambient light conditions.
	(b) Maximum bBrightness levels for electronic or digital display boards automatic changeable copy signs shall not exceed 5,000 nits when measured from the sign face at its maximum brightness, during daylight hours, and 250 nits when measured from the board face at its maximum brightness between dusk and dawn, i.e., the time of day between sunset and sunrise and sunset.


	D. Malfunction or failure
	A. Size limits
	1. The following limitations shall apply to the location of signsarea of signs using electronic or electro-mechanical technology for a message board:
	(a) A sign on which the message changes or is designed to change more than once every 24 hours may not exceed four square feet in size;
	(a) A sign on which the message changes or is designed to change no more than once every 24 hours (as averaged over a 10-day period) may be larger than four square feet in size but shall not exceed 12 square feet in size; and
	(a) The size limits imposed here apply to the area of the sign on which messages can be changed; the total size of the sign is regulated by other provisions of this Section 34. 



	§34.12. Sign permits 
	A. A sign permit shall be obtained from the Zoning Administrator before any sign requiring a permit is erected, placed or installed (see §34.5.A, §34.6.A, and §34.7.A to determine which signs require permits). 
	A. An application for a sign permit shall be signed by the applicant or an officer or member there of and shall include evidence of consent to the application by :
	1. The owner of the building or property on which the sign is proposed for installation; and
	2. If the project is the subject of a comprehensive sign plan, the owner of the project or property manager responsible for the project.  

	B. Every application for a sign permit shall be accompanied by plans showing the area of the sign, the size, and design proposed; the method of lighting, if any; and the exact location proposed for the sign.  If the sign will be placed on premises for which there is an approved comprehensive sign plan, the application shall refer to the Plan and identify how the proposed sign conforms with the Plan.
	C. An application for a sign permit for a sign which will be lighted will include a certification by an engineer or other qualified professional licensed or practicing in Virginia that the installed sign will conform with the brightness and other limitations on illumination set forth in §34.10.A.
	D. An application for a sign permit for a sign which will have automatic changeable copy elements shall include a certification by an engineer or other qualified professional licensed or practicing in Virginia that the installed sign will conform with the brightness and other limitations on illumination and operation set forth in.§34.10 and §34.11.
	E. An incomplete application for a sign permit shall be returned to the applicant within one business day of its filing with notations or a checklist identifying what items are missing from the application.  If the certifications required by paragraphs D. and E. immediately preceding are not provided by a Professional Engineer licensed in Virginia, the Zoning Administrator may find that the application is incomplete and require that it be resubmitted with the required certifications by a Professional Engineer.  
	F. A complete application for a permanent sign shall be approved or rejected within five (5) work days. Upon request, a statement of the reasons for denial of a sign permit shall be provided within thirty (30) days after rejection. 
	G. A complete application for a temporary sign that requires a permit shall be approved or rejected within one business day of the receipt of a sign permit application. If the permit is denied, the reason for the denial will be given orally, with a written reason provided within five (5) days, if requested. 

	§34.13. Comprehensive sign plans approved after [date of adoption]   
	A. Comprehensive sign plan defined
	A. Applicability
	1. A comprehensive sign plan is required for any project which has been approved through a special exception site plan review in accordance with Section 36.H. of the Zoning Ordinance;
	1. A comprehensive sign plan may be approved for premises subject to 34.6 or 34.7is optional for any other project, property or combination of properties;
	2. A cComprehensive sign plans approved prior to [as part of the Special Exception process as it was in effect prior to thedate of adoption] of this updated Section 34 shall remain in effect unless replaced by a new comprehensive sign plan filed by the owners and approved in accordance with the provisions of this subsection §34.13, or unless an election is made under 34.16.D.1(b) to have signs permitted without a comprehensive sign plan; and
	3. The requirements of an approved comprehensive sign plan shall apply to all property, buildings, uses and establishments shown on the plan,  even if the properties are subdivided.  

	A. Effect on sign permits
	B. Required plan elements
	The comprehensive sign plan shall provide the following information related to  all proposed signs that require a permit and that are included in “aggregate sign area”: 
	1. The comprehensive sign plan shall consist of five elements:
	1. Location
	(a) Setbacks from property or right-of-way lines;
	(b) Depth of projection;
	(c) Height above grade; and 
	(d) For projecting signs, clearance below. 

	2. Materials and illumination
	(a)  cConstruction materials and proposed lighting, if any;
	(b) Mechanism for attachment to the building
	(c) Any method of electrical provision, if any. 

	3. Size
	(a) Itemization of sign size and/or size of any defined sign band area at identified locations; 
	(b) total sign area per frontage, per sign type and overall for the project;. 
	(a) Allocation of sign area for multi-tenant structures may favor one tenant or series of tenants over another, provided the property owner identifies the available sign area per tenant.

	Color

	C. Listing of the colors to be used on each sign. Allocation of sign area
	1. Intent
	1. It is the specific intent of this subsection §34.13 that the allocation of Aggregate sign area for all signs in a comprehensive sign plan shall be one square foot of sign per linear foot of building frontage be applied to an entire project that is subject to a comprehensive sign plan and not necessarily to individual walls or individual buildings within the project.  
	1. Applicant determined
	2. Subject only to general size, location, and setback standards specified in §34.6 or §34.7 for the applicable zoning district in  the table in  0, the applicant for a comprehensive sign plan may allocate permitted the maximum total aggregate sign area permitted under §34.7.E freely among the walls of various buildings and, to the extent allowed by §34.7.M, among freestanding signs on the land covered by the comprehensive sign plan, to favor one tenant or series of tenants, provided the property owner identifies available sign area for each tenantthat are covered by the comprehensive sign plan and, to the extent allowed by  0 among freestanding signs on the land covered by the comprehensive sign plan. 

	D. Incentives
	In addition to the signs allowed by this Section 34, Ppremises subject to §34.7 with an approved comprehensive sign plan shall be allowed the following additional signs  directional signs, directory signs and banners following signs, provided that the locations and designs of the signs are shown on an approved comprehensive sign plan:.  (See §34.7.I, §34.7.J and §34.7.K for standards applicable to each of these sign types). 
	(a) Banners on poles as permitted in 34.7.I
	(b) Directional signs as permitted in 34.7.T
	(c) Directory signs as permitted in 34.7.K
	(d) WallBuildings with comprehensive sign plans may place what otherwise would be  signs wall signs may otherwise be placed on a canopyies or other permanent superstructure attached to the building, provided that such canopy or superstructure is allowed by the Zoning Ordinance or is shown on an approved site plan. .

	2. Premises subject to §34.6 with an approved comprehensive sign plan shall be allowed Directional signs as permitted in 34.6.G.


	§34.14. Temporary signs for construction and sale/leasing
	A. Additional Purposes
	1. The County must provide services even to partially occupied buildings;
	2. Tax revenue to the County to pay for such services is in significant part dependent on occupancy rather than construction of the buildings;
	3. Abandoned construction projects and partially finished buildings create their own form of blight in an otherwise vital County;
	4. Arlington is part of the Washington, D.C., media market, tThe cost of which makes media advertising is too expensive for all but the largest projects;
	5. Many if not most potential occupants for a new or remodeled project in Arlington County are likely to pass by the site during the period of construction; and
	6. On-site advertising is thus a particularly effective, as well as affordable, means of advertising and helping to ensure occupancy of these projects.  

	B. Messages
	C. New building generally
	1. For aAny new building or any building that has been substantially vacant during a remodeling process may have, in addition to other signs permitted by this Section 34, either a total of 120 square feet of sign face that may be divided among the following types of signs, with no more than one sign face for each façade of the building that faces a public street:
	(a) Signs on construction fencing (see §34.14.F); or
	(a) A total of 120 square feet of Bbanners (see §34.14.D§34.14.D);, and/or 
	(b) Ffreestanding signs that do not exceed 15 feet in height.   

	1. Any such sign may be separately illuminated (see §34.10.A for standards).
	2. Such signs shall be removed by the last of the following to occur: one year after the issuance of the shell and core permit; or the sale or lease of the building or property or, for a multi-occupant property, the sale or lease of 80 percent of the gross leasable area of the building.
	1. The signs allowed by these provisions are the only commercial signs allowed on a construction site prior to the installation of permitted signs in accordance with other provisions of this section.  

	D. Banners on new or remodeled building
	The banner shall be no larger than the allocated portion of the 120 square feet of signage allowed by §34.14.C;
	2. Any banner installed under §34.14.C shall be firmly affixed to the face of the building in at least four places, to prevent its movement with air currents; and
	1. Such banner shall not be separately illuminated.
	1. The highest part of the banner shall not be more than 35 feet above the finished grade, as shown on the approved site plan.

	Freestanding sign for new or remodeled building
	1. The freestanding sign shall be no larger than the allocated portion of the 120 square feet of signage allowed by §34.14.C;
	2. The freestanding sign shall be no more than 15 feet in height.  

	F. Construction fencing
	1. allocated portion of the 120 square feet of signage allowed by §34.14.C on each street frontage; or 
	2. 20 percent of the area of the screening on a fence of up to 6 feet in height along the same plane or facing the same street.  each street frontage.

	G. Other buildings
	1. Permanent attached or detachedfreestanding signs allowed by this section may bear commercial messages related to the availability of space in a building or project, in addition to or in lieu of other permitted commercial messages or noncommercial messages.
	For any spaces for which window signs are allowed, window signs conforming with §34.7.U may be used to advertise the availability of the space for sale, rent or lease; with a permit, window signs may be posted for a longer period than allowed under §34.7.U only for space in which retail uses are allowed for a period of no more than six (6) months, when an applicant demonstrates that retail space is or will become vacant within a period of sixty (60) days.  If the owner or occupant of a vacant space chooses to cover the entire ground-floor window(s) of such space, the size limit shall apply only to the portion of the covering that actually contains the message, using the same method of measurement used to measure signs under §34.17.A.2(a).
	2. Any permitted permanent sign allowed by this Section 34 may bear commercial messages related to the availability of space in a building or project, or be wholly or partly covered with a banner advertising the availability of space, provided that the size of the banner shall not exceed the size of the permitted sign and provided that the banner shall be firmly affixed at all four corners to prevent it moving with air currents.  


	§34.15. General provisions
	A. Substitution of message
	B. Sign maintenance, replacement and repair
	C. Abandonment

	§34.16. Nonconforming signs
	A. Applicability
	B. Effect on signs on historic buildingssigns
	C. ModificationChanges to nonconforming signs
	1. No nonconforming sign shall be modified except: in accordance with Subject to the following standards and conditions:
	(a) No nonconforming sign shall be modified iIn any manner thatwhich would increase the degree of its nonconformity, increase its size, or prolong its useful life.   Replacing any part of the support structure of the sign shall be considered as prolonging its useful life; and
	(b) No nonconforming sign which has been removed or has become dilapidated or damaged to the extent that repair of the sign requires replacement of any part of its support structure shall be replaced, except that this sentence shall not prevent the issuance of a permit for a conforming sign to replace the former nonconforming sign at the same location as the former nonconforming sign; and 
	(c) Any nonconformity that relates to the lighting or motion or perceived motion of a sign shall be corrected and brought into conformity by January 1, 2014.

	2. No permits for an additional signs shall be issued for any premises on which there are nonconforming signs, except that such a permit may be issued in conformance with an approved comprehensive sign plan, whether such plan was approved under the predecessor ordinance or under this one.
	1. Reductions in nonconformity
	3. As part of the approval of a comprehensive sign plan or as a conditional approval of an application for a sign permit on a lot that is not part of a comprehensive sign plan, tThe Zoning Administrator may approve the replacement of a nonconforming sign with a sign that does not fully conform with the terms of this ordinance if the Administrator finds that:
	(a) The replacement sign would achieve a substantial reduction in the degree of nonconformity of the sign;
	(b) The replacement sign would fully conform with all provisions of this Section 34 related to lighting, motion and changeable copy;
	(c) If located within 250 feet of a property line of property in an R or RA district, the replacement sign would fully conform with the height limitations of this Section 34; 
	(d) The replacement sign would fully conform with the Vision Clearance Triangle requirements of Section 32.D.4.; and
	(e) Either:
	(1) There are no other nonconforming signs on the same lot or building; or
	(2) Any other nonconforming signs on the same lot or building will be brought into full conformance with this Section 34 as a condition of approval of the replacement sign.



	D.  Comprehensive Sign Plans approved prior to [date of adoption]
	1. Where a comprehensive sign plan was approved by the County Board prior to [date of adoption], the approval for signs allowed by such comprehensive sign plan shall continue in effect subject to the following:
	(a) All signs placed on the property subject to the comprehensive sign plan shall conform in all respects to the approved comprehensive sign plan and any conditions of such approval
	(b) A property owner or person in charge may elect to place only signs permitted under this Section 34 instead of signs allowed by the comprehensive sign plan, provided that:
	(1) An application is submitted to the Zoning Administrator for an administrative change; 
	(2) The Zoning Administrator finds that all signs on the property comply with this Section 34; and
	(3) The applicant provides evidence of consent to the administrative change from all owners of property that is subject to the comprhensive sign plan.

	(c) The Zoning Administrator may approve amendments to comprehensive sign plans that permit replacement of comprehensive sign plan approved nonconforming signs with signs of no greater size or number, that fully comply with this Section 34.



	§34.17. Definitions and interpretation
	A. Measurements
	1. Aggregate sign area
	Sign area, individual signs
	(a) General
	(b) Three dimensional 
	(c) Outline lighting
	(d) Signs painted on wall
	(e) Signs on awnings
	(f) Projecting signs
	(g) Window signs
	(1) For windows of more than one square foot, the percentage of window area covered shall be computed as a simple percentage of the area of glass actually covered by the sign.  
	(2) For a multi-paned window with panes of less than five square feet each, the percentage of window covered shall be computed as a percentage of the area within the mullions surrounding the window and not as a percentage of an individual pane. 
	(3) If a window sign consists of individual letters, numbers or symbols, the area of such sign shall computed in accordance with §34.17.A.2(a) and the percentage of area covered shall be computed from that figure.

	(h) Colors
	(i) Other architectural features and lighting

	3. Wall coverage
	(a) Wall area
	(b) Wall coverage

	Building frontage
	(a) Only building frontage that is parallel to a public right-of-way or within 30 degrees of being parallel to such right-of-way shall be measured.
	(b) Only building frontage that is not separated from the public right-of-way by another building shall be measured.
	(c) The measurement shall be made from one end of the wall most nearly parallel to the public right-of-way to the other end of the same wall.  If there are articulations or off-sets in the wall, the measurement shall be made along a single line that disregards such offsets.  

	5. Height
	(a) The height of a freestanding sign shall be measured as the difference in height between the elevation of the finished grade level beneath the sign and the elevation of the uppermost extremity of the sign structure.;
	(b) The height of a wall sign shall be the height, as defined here, of the top of the sign as measured from the finished grade.


	B. Abbreviations
	C. Definitions
	1. Arcade sign. See §34.7.F.
	2. Awning. An awning shall include any structure made of cloth or metal or a frame attached to a building, and projecting therefrom, and possibly carried by frames supported at grade level.
	3. Banner. See §34.6.F§34.6.Eand §34.7.H.
	4. Canopy.  A roof or roof-like structure constructed of durable materials and extending from a building over a sidewalk or other walkway.  
	5. Changeable copy sign. A sign or portion thereof with characters, letters, or illustrations that can be changed or rearranged by mechanical, electronic or manual means without altering the face or surface of the sign.
	6. Changeable copy sign, automatic. A sign or portion thereof with characters, letters, or illustrations that can be changed or rearranged by electronic or electro-mechanical means.
	7. Commercial message.  A sign, wording, logo, or other representation that, directly or indirectly, names, advertises, or calls attention to a business, product service or other commercial activity.
	8. Comprehensive sign plan.  A plan for all signs for which a permit is required, showing the size, location, materials, structure and placement of all signs associated with a development project.  
	9. Establishment.  A business or organization of any kind offering goods or services to the public; this definition includes non-profit organizations.  
	10. Finished grade:. The elevation of the ground at the site of the sign or at the main entrance to the principal building on the site, whichever is lower.  
	11. Freestanding sign.  A sign that is affixed to the ground or a wall or fence (to the extent allowed by this Section 34) and not to a building; freestanding signs include but are not necessarily limited to signs mounted on monument-style foundations, on poles, or on fences or other approved accessory structures.  See §34.5.Fand §34.6.I§34.6.H and §34.7.M.
	12. Flag. See §34.5.Eand §34.6.H§34.6.G and §34.7.L.
	13. Flashing sign. A sign which incorporates the use of varying intensities or colors of light to attract attention; a changeable copy sign that conforms with §34.11.B shall not be considered a flashing sign; a sign shall not be considered flashing because it uses automated or human-operated technology to vary the light level to adjust to the ambient light level  at different times of day.
	14. Incidental sign.  See §34.5.G§34.5.G, §34.6.J§34.6.I and §34.7.N§34.7.N.
	15. Institutional use. A school, house of worship, community center or other public or quasi-public use allowed in a zoning district that is generally restricted to residential uses.  
	16. Legible.  A legible message is a message that can be comprehended by a person with eyesight adequate to obtain a current Virginia driver’s license standing in the public way or other location from which legibility is to be determined.  Where such facts are material, it shall be presumed that the observation takes place in daylight hours, and that the person making the observation is standing and is between 5’2”5 feet 2 inches and 6’6 feet tall. 
	17. Median strip.  A portion of the median that is surrounded by a continuous curb, or where no curb exists, is bordered by a curb cut, street, street intersection, sidewalk, utility or planting strip. 
	1. Neighborhood sign.  A free standing monument sign located at the principal entrance or entrances to a neighborhood.  [this replaces the definition of “subdivision or apartment” sign with a more clearly noncommercial term.  
	18. Nonconforming sign. See §34.16.A.
	19. Portable sign. a durable sign not permanently affixed to the ground or to a building and designed to be easily relocated.  Portable signs may be subject to “temporary” use but are not considered “temporary” signs for purposes of this Section 34.  
	20. Projecting sign. See §34.7.P.
	21. Separately illuminated.  A sign shall be considered separately illuminated if it has any sort of internal or surface lighting or if any form of lighting directed at the sign serves no other purpose.  A sign that may be partly or wholly illuminated by a light designed to illuminate an entrance or exit or by a parking lot, sidewalk or other site light that is required by the Zoning Ordinance and/or that is shown on an approved site plan shall not be considered “separately illuminated.”  
	22. Sidewalk signs.  See §34.7.Q.
	23. Sign: Any word, numeral, figure, design, trademark, flag, pennant, twirler, light, display, banner, balloon or other device of any kind which, whether singly or in any combination, is used to direct, identify, or inform the public while viewing the same from outdoors.   
	24. Sign lighting:
	(a) Direct. A direct lighted sign shall mean a sign lighted internally or on the surface of the sign itself.
	(b) Indirect. An indirect lighted sign shall mean a sign that is lighted from a source separate from the sign.

	25. Temporary sign. Any sign, banner, valance, or advertising display which may easily be dismantled or removed and which can feasibly be displayed for a limited period of time in any one location. 
	26. Wall sign. See §34.5.K and §34.6.N§34.6.M and §34.7.T.
	27. Window sign. See §34.7.U.  


	§34.18. Miscellaneous provisions
	A. Signs at polling places
	A. Lighting of rooflines
	B. Presumed responsibility
	C. Home occupations – REMINDER
	D. Historic – [add to 31A]
	1. Where there is a conflict or an apparent conflict between the requirements of this Section 34 as applied to a sign in a historic district or appurtenant to a historic building protected under an easement or other agreement with the County, the applicable requirements of the regulations, ordinance or other provision, as interpreted by the Historical Affairs and Landmarks Review Board, shall control.
	1. In reviewing an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for a sign or a modification to a sign in a historic district, the Historical Affairs and Landmarks Review Board shall apply these standards, using the applicable district guidelines as only guidelines.  In case of any conflict between these standards and the district guidelines, these standards shall control.
	2. The Historical Affairs and Landmarks Review Board shall approve a Certificate of Appropriateness for a sign or modification of a sign in ana historic district if and only if it finds that:
	(a) The size, scale and design of the sign shall be compatible with the size, scale and design of the property, building or site upon which it is to be located;
	(b) The materials used in the sign shall be compatible with the period and style of the property, building or site;
	(c) The lighting of the sign shall be consistent with the period and style of the property, building, site or district, as applicable;
	(d) The location of the sign shall not obscure any significant architectural features of the building or site; and 
	(e) The Installation of the sign shall not irreparably damage any cornice, ornament or similar architectural detail and shall be the least damaging method feasible for the property, building or site. 
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	C. Temporary signs placed by private parties
	1. Lighting
	2. Location
	1. Number at one location
	3. Identification
	4. Type 1 (real estate and othercommercial and noncommercial) temporary signs
	(a) Type 1 signs are limited to 1.5 square feet in size and a height of 3 feet;
	(b) Type 1 signs may be displayed only from sundown on Friday to sundown on Sundays and fromon legal sundown the night before a legal holiday to sundown on that holidayholidays;
	(c) Type 1 signs may bear any noncommercial message or a commercial message providing directions to the location of a commercial activity lawfully conducted within one-half mile of the site of the sign; for purposes of this paragraph only, the offering of real or personal property for sale, rent or lease shall be considered a commercial activity conducted at the location of the property; and
	(d) To limit clutter, no more than one sign may be placed for any business activityperson, establishment, candidate, political issue or ticket or other entity shall place or have more than one sign in any street intersection.  




