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Cct ober 25, 1998

WAYCROFT- WOODLAWN NEI GHBORHOOD CONSERVATI ON PLAN
| NTRCDUCTI ON

Devel oprment of This Plan Update

Si nce the Waycroft-Wodl awn Community Associ ation (WACA) published its first
Nei ghbor hood Conservation (NC) Plan in February 1984, many of the inprovenents
outlined in that plan, nost notably to Wodl awn Park, have been acconpli shed.
Several factors led to the decision to update the NC plan in 1998, including a
significant turnover in neighborhood residents, which for WACA has nmeant nore
couples with young children. This shift in denmpbgraphics led to an increased
focus on issues such as safety, traffic, and overall nei ghborhood environment.
Al so, resurgence in the nei ghborhood conservati on process at the county |eve
provi ded necessary support and notivation

At the general WACA neeting in February 1998, a brainstorm ng session was held
to determ ne what WACA residents |ike and do not |ike about the nei ghborhood
These itens- along with surveys from ot her nei ghborhoods, the county's generic
survey, and our 1984 survey- forned the basis for the survey used to support
this NC plan update. In the late spring of 1998, the new survey was devel oped
and distributed. Results were tabulated and are referenced throughout this plan
The survey is included in Appendi x E

CGeneral Nei ghborhood Characteristics

Waycr of t - Wbodl awn consi sts of about 584 single-famly honmes | ocated just

nort hwest of the commercial center of Ballston in a beautiful, heavily wooded
area of northern Arlington County. It is generally bounded by d ebe Road, |-66
17th Street, and George Mason Drive/ Frederick Street.

The brainstorm ng session and survey results indicate a strong desire by
residents to maintain the key characteristics that make our nei ghborhood so
desirable. Sone of the nore tangi bl e ones include the abundance of trees and
green space, pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly sidewal ks and paths, wildlife, |ow
crime rate, restful park, and convenient location. Intangible attributes include
a quiet, friendly atnosphere and a variety of architectural styles with a

prevai ling sense of quality and scale.

To sumari ze the specific recomrendations that follow, our conmunity seeks to
preserve its quiet residential side streets and park areas, nininize the
subdi vi si on of property and subsequent infill devel opment, and properly nmaintain
the roads and sidewal ks for the safety of all its residents.

THE WAYCROFT- WOODLAWN NEI GHBORHOOD CONSERVATI ON PLAN
Key | ssues

Wi le there are no inmpending, potentially catastrophic issues facing the
community (as when |-66 was planned and constructed through the southern part of
our nei ghborhood) there are clearly sone key concerns. These generally fall into
the categories of traffic, land use and zoning, and maintaining the overal
quality of the community. In the interest of easier reading, all streets are
"north" unless indicated otherwi se.



LAND USE, PIPE STEMs5, AND I NFILLS

Waycr of t - Woodl awn is nade up primarily of single fam |y honmes characterized by
architectural styles common to the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s. This gives the

nei ghborhood an interesting variety of structural designs while maintaining a
consi stent feel of scale and quality. The one portion of the comunity zoned for
t owmnhouses tends to serve as a buffer between 1-66 and the single-famly
residential area and has organized its own comunity associ ation separate from
WACA. An overwhelming nmajority of survey respondents (88 percent) strongly favor
keepi ng the nei ghborhood single-fam |y, detached hones.

Most nei ghborhood residents consider the recent county-wi de trend of buil ding
new honmes on inappropriate lots to be undesirable. Specifically, we oppose
oversi zed hones that result in odd positioning and very tiny yards (shoehorning)
either on existing lots or by subdividing existing lots. Conmonly referred to as
"infill" or "pipesteni construction, WACA supports efforts by nunerous

nei ghbor hood associ ations to revise zoning ordi nances to allow nore control of
this type of devel opnment. The community associ ati on appreci ates the opportunity
to review proposed devel opnent, and to make suggesti ons and reconmendati ons that
pronote conpromise in the interest of both the property owner and the

nei ghbor hood. The community is not agai nst new hones being built, but is trying
to maintain the character of the nei ghborhood.

Anot her issue of concern to WACA residents is the County's Master Transportation
Pl an and General Land Use Plan as they regard the devel opnent of streets through
and around Wodl awn Park. The County's plans include the option of devel oping a
currently non-exi stent street (Aberdeen) where the Lubber Run stream now fl ows

t hrough the park at the south end, and al so shows plans to connect 13th Street
bet ween Abi ngdon and Buchanan Streets. This connection would bisect the park
where a footpath and footbridge now exi st and would create a cut-through for

A ebe Road commuters to bypass Washi ngton Boul evard. The conmunity is
overwhel mi ngly agai nst buil ding any roads through the park or over the creek

Nearly half of the survey respondents favored the idea of nei ghborhood
identification signs at strategic entrance points. WACA will explore options and
consult with the appropriate County office for nore information.

More than hal f of the survey respondents al so thought burying utility lines
woul d i mprove the | ooks of the neighborhood. This itemw |l also be expl ored.

The 1984 Nei ghborhood Conservation Plan stated |and use and zoni ng categories
currently applied to WACA should remain | ow residential and "R-6" except for the
Hospi ce and Mount O ivet Church. This description holds true today. The
community's concerns include possible expansi on of Arlington Hospital. The
hospital has been very receptive to WACA's input in the past; the community wll
continue to be very interested in any plans for further devel oprment, including
decisions to be nmade regardi ng the buil dings that house the Department of Human
Services (DHS).

Reconmendat i ons

Waycr of t - Wodl awn residents strongly recommend the county take all necessary
steps to vacate plans to devel op streets through Wodl awn Park, including those
pl ans that appear on the County's Land Use Plan, Master Transportation Plan, or
any other plans where those streets appear



Request the County inmprove conmunication with WACA regarding infill devel oprent,
construction of additional streets, and expansion/inprovenent of the hospital or
DHS site.

The only comrercial use property in the WACA conservation area is Hll's
Nursery. VWACA recomends confirm ng the County's plans not to all ow comerci al
use of that property if it is sold or otherw se considered for a change in | and
use, as the current comercial usage is grandfathered from mny years ago.

WACA strongly supports the placenent of utility |ines underground.

PARKS AND RECREATI ON

Wyodl awn Par k

Wbodl awn Park is |located entirely within the bounds of the Waycroft-Wodl awn
Nei ghbor hood Conservation area, and is no nore than a five- to ten-mnute wal k
fromany hone in the cormmunity. A stream the uppernost reach of Lubber Run,
runs through the park. Because of its small size, limted facilities, and
location in the heart of a residential area, it is a neighborhood park used
primarily by WACA residents. Throughout the year, parents take their children
there to play on the equiprment; dog owners walk their pets; fanmlies picnic; and
wal kers, joggers, skaters, and cyclists use the paths that crisscross the park
The Wbodl awn El enentary School at one tine occupied the north end of the park
The school play field is now part of the park, while the building and remaini ng
grounds conprise the Hospice of Northern Virginia.

The park's athletic facilities include a 40' x 40" single-hoop basketball court
and an athletic field with a backstop at one corner. The heavily used playground
area i ncludes sw ngs, clinbing equipnment, and a sandbox. Picnic tables and
barbecue grills are located just to the south of the playground. The stream and
adj acent shrubs forma natural barrier between the playground/picnic area and

t he sout hwest section of the park. Because of its relative isolation fromthe
nost active areas of the park, the southwest section provides a tranquil setting
for those who walk its gravel paths or sit at one of the two benches | ocated

t here.

Nearly all survey respondents considered the park to be in good to excellent
overal |l condition; however, sone problemareas were identified. A significant
nunber of respondents expressed dissatisfaction with the condition of the park's
tabl es and benches, the condition of the creek, the care of aging trees, and the
quality of lighting in the park. Approximtely 90 percent of the respondents
consi der the park to be safe.

Recommendat i ons

The types of recommendations residents nade ranged from addi ng new uses and
enhanci ng or augnenting the existing infrastructure to making ninor |andscaping
i mprovenents. Some concern was expressed regarding erosion on the east bank of
the creek. The Association will follow up on these recomendati ons through
further discussion with residents on specific projects they would Iike to see

i mpl enent ed.

NEI GHBORHOOD CRI ME

More than half of the respondents to the 1998 nei ghbor hood survey expressed
concern about nei ghborhood crine. The three nost frequently naned probl ens were



crimes agai nst property, crines to the person, and public infractions
(suspicious individuals, loiterers, public alcohol consunption and drug use, or
bei ng panhandl ed).

Thankful ly, actual crine statistics do not bear out the fears of the residents.
In the past year (August '97 through July '98), reports in the |ocal newspaper
show no "crime agai nst persons"” and only five property crines wthin WACA
boundari es. There were fewer crinmes during the last twelve nmonths than in the
peri od of Decenber 1996 through July 1997.

Reconmendat i ons

Whil e an increased police presence night not be necessary, a nmpjority of survey
respondents indicated they were interested in formng Crine Watch programs on
their bl ock.

Adequat e street |ighting may be considered a deterrent and a confort to
nei ghbor hood resi dents (see section on Street Lighting). Residents are
encouraged to evaluate their street light situation for possible inmprovenents.

STREETS, CURBS, GQUTTERS, AND SI DEWALKS

The 1984 survey and Nei ghbor hood Conservation Plan (NCP) thoroughly outlined and
illustrated sone very specific problem areas and deficiencies in streets, curbs,
gutters, and sidewal ks t hroughout the Waycroft-Wodl awmn Cormunity. Many of those
areas have been nore than adequately addressed since then, but some (never
identified in the 1984 NCP) still need to be addressed and renedi ed

The 1984 WACA Nei ghbor hood Conservation Plan included two maps of streets,
curbs, gutters, and sidewal ks. A conparison of current conditions shows a great
deal of work conpleted since the |ast survey. Mst of the previously identified
un-si dewal ked areas of the community north of WAshi ngton Boul evard still do not
have sidewal ks, but the curbs and gutters have been conpleted over all but a
smal | area of Edison Street. It was noted that several areas that have no
sidewal k were not identified on the 1984 nap; these are now marked correctly on
the new map. Most Waycroft-Wodl awmn residents strongly agree there should be a
sidewal k on at |east one side of each street.

There are two areas in particular need of conpleted sidewal ks as indicated on
the map. Conpleting the sidewal k around the corner of Evergreen Street to 1llth
Street woul d nean school buses would be able to use extra-wi de Evergreen Street
to pick up and drop off children. Buses have a difficult tinme making the right
turn onto 11th Street fromeither Colunmbus or Buchanan Streets because of the
narrowness of the streets and their intersections with 11th. This is even nore
of a problemin inclenment weather. Al so, conpleting the sidewal k around that
corner to George Mason Drive would nean pedestrians going to or from George
Mason woul d not have to walk in the street.

The other area nost affected by a |lack of sidewal k is Buchanan Street from 14th
to 16th Streets. A lot of pedestrians end up in the street here, to and from
Wbodl awn Park and the Hospice, as well as kids and famlies walking to and from
A ebe El enentary School, often in the dark. Using the Nei ghborhood Conservation
Pl an, the community association intends to approach property owners with the
County's options for requesting sidewal k construction



Several nei ghborhood residents expressed concern about stormdrain (catch basin)
openi ngs being | arge enough to be dangerous. The County will inspect and
saf equard any openings identified as being higher than six inches.

Anot her issue involving street safety brought up by nei ghborhood residents is
pedestrian crosswal ks. Residents suggested crosswal ks with big white stripes
and/ or overhead blinking lights to bring the presence of pedestrian traffic nore
to the attention of drivers. Another pedestrian safety issue related to
crosswal ks is Metro bus stops. Sone residents have expressed an interest in
havi ng covered shelters for the bus stops on Washi ngt on Boul evard wi thin WACA
boundari es.

Recommendat i ons

Di scuss sidewal k, curb, and gutter options with those honeowners whose frontage
woul d be affected. Residents fromat |east two affected areas have expressed a
desire for conpl eted sidewal ks, curbs, and gutters. The County has supplied a
list of options and costs to be considered. The nost financially advantageous
option is to have the installation of sidewal ks subsidized using NC funds.

Organi ze a wal k-through of the nei ghborhood to identify any catch basins with
openi ngs greater than six inches, and forward i nfornation to the appropriate
County office.

Request pedestrian crosswal ks be highlighted with broad white stripes and/or
overhead blinking |ights at several mmjor crossways on Washi ngt on Boul evard,
CGeorge Mason Drive, and 16th Street.

Request guidelines for requesting Metro bus shelters.

COUNTY SERVI CES

Resi dents were asked to grade 15 county services on a scale of "Excellent,"
"Good," "Fair," "Poor," and "Not Sure." No service was considered Poor by a
majority of the survey respondents.

O the services that received any Poor ratings, "snow renoval" was identified,
foll owed by "street cleaning." There has been essentially no need for snow
removal since the winter of 1995/96, so there is no data to deternine whether

| essons | earned fromthat nenorable wi nter have inproved future snow renoval
services. Street cleaning is a service that can enhance the overall quality of a
nei ghbor hood i f done often enough and effectively. WACA supports nore frequent

cl eaning within the bounds of fiscal constraints.

Wil e not specifically named in the survey, nei ghborhood residents have
identified Code Enforcenent as a County service needing inprovenent. WACA
supports inprovenent in the response tinme from County Code Enforcenent, and
i nproved definition and publication of what constitutes a Code infraction

"Trash coll ection" and "curbside recycling" received equally high ratings of
satisfaction. These were followed closely by "leaf collection" and "water/sewage
service." "Police protection,” "park maintenance," and "street/sidewal k

mai nt enance" al so rated highly.

"Pest control," "disposal of hazardous waste," and "fire/anbul ance service" were
nost often designated as services with which residents were "not sure" of the
quality of service. It should be considered good news that the survey



respondents don't have nuch or any experience with hazardous waste and
firel/anbul ance services; but, unfortunately, too many nei ghborhood residents
have had experience with pests in the formof rats. Not everyone agrees on the
best way to handl e the rat popul ati on; however, it was the consensus of the
survey respondents and the NCP conmittee that help is needed fromthe County to
conbat the problem No one wants to see the rats playing in the sandbox at the
park or trafficking in and out of a neighbor's garage.

Recommendat i ons

Keep up the good work on trash and | eaf collection, curbside recycling, and

wat er/ sewage services. Wien it snows again, the snow renoval reorganization can
be assessed.

WACA wi || publicize rat popul ation control nethods avail able through the county,
and what nethods residents can use on their own.

STREET LI GHTI NG

About one-fourth of those responding to the questionnaire felt nore street
lighting was needed on their block. The follow ng areas were noted as having
insufficient street |ighting:

15th Street between George Mason and Edi son

Stairs | eading from Washi ngt on Boul evard To Abi ngdon

Edi son between 13th Street and Washi ngton Boul evard

11th Street between Col unbus and Buchanan

Col unbus between 12th Street and Washi ngt on Boul evard
Around park perineter

Buchanan between 16th Road and 17th Street

16t h Road between Edi son Street and Buchanan Street

Whodst ock Street south of 17th Street

15th Street between Greenbriar Street and George Mason Dr.
North side of 16th Street just west of d ebe Road at the crosswal k

AeTIOMMODODO®mP

Wil e residents are encouraged to petition for lights on a case-by-case basis,
WACA wi Il support these efforts in the interest of neighborhood safety.

Trees around existing light fixtures need to be trinmmred back to increase the
amount of light they provide. This is particularly true along 14th Street

bet ween George Mason Dr. and Buchanan. Also, existing lights need to be properly
mai nt ai ned. This requires action and the cooperation of a variety of players,

i ncl udi ng homeowners, county maintenance personnel, and Virginia Power.

The coach/col onial type of fixture should be used where possible in keeping with
t he nei ghborhood's present character. WACA consi ders adequate, attractive street
lighting inportant to the safety and residential character of our nei ghborhood.

Recommendat i ons
Encourage affected residents to request the additional street lighting required.

Encourage residents and the County (where appropriate) to trimtrees and bushes
fromaround existing lights to inprove their efficiency.

TRAFFI C



Clearly one of the nobst pressing concerns facing the Waycroft-Wodl awmn Community
today revol ves around traffic issues including volune, excessive speed, and

noi se/ vi bration. To address these issues, the comunity intends to actively

i nvol ve the County in pursuing traffic cal mng neasures including strategic
physi cal changes and signage to reduce vehicle speed and decrease cut-through
traffic on residential streets. The specific problens facing the nei ghborhood

i nclude cut-through traffic on side streets, excessive speed of both cars and
heavy vehicles on 16th Street, 17th Street, and d ebe Road, and Washi ngton

Boul evard.

The Waycroft-Wodl awn conservation area is an island surrounded by rivers of
traffic. debe Road, |-66, Washi ngton Boul evard, CGeorge Mason Drive, and 16th
Street are all avenues of approach to Ballston Metro Station. Back-ups of one

bl ock on d ebe Road and two bl ocks on Washi ngt on Boul evard are conmon duri ng
rush hour. Speed, noise, and vibrations fromtrucks and buses clearly have an
adverse inpact on hones near those major roads and their feeder side streets.

Cut -t hrough commuters and speeding traffic were identified by survey respondents
as principal traffic problens.

The survey al so included questions regardi ng parking in the nei ghborhood. The
survey indicated that 66 percent of our residents felt they have adequate
par ki ng; however, comruter parking is beconm ng nore of a comodity. Arlington
Hospital overflow parking is tolerable since recent construction of the
physician's wi ng included an underground garage. The principal conplaint with
non-resi dent parki ng occurs between Abi ngdon and d ebe Road (south of 16th
Street) and in the streets nearest to the Ballston Metro station, between
Buchanan and George Mason Drive south of Washi ngton Boul evard. See Appendix A
for nmore information on specific traffic problens.

Future Traffic |ssues

d ebe Road traffic in the neighborhood will continue to rise in volune over the
next ten years. More office buildings al ong the Rosslyn-Ballston corridor
coupled with the proximty of the Ballston Metro station and |-66 rush hours and
HOV restrictions have and will continue to result in increasing traffic density.
This in turn causes conmuters to seek routes that cut through nei ghborhood
streets. George Mason Drive should not suffer any dramatic increase in traffic
over the next ten years, provided it is not extended to connect with Ad

Dom nion Drive in northwest Arlington, offering a new option to Fairfax

conmut ers. Washi ngt on Boul evard appears to have reached maxi mum capacity,
causi ng | engt hy backups during rush hours, alternating with traffic noving at

hi gher speeds during non-rush hours. The hi gh volune of traffic al ong Washi ngton
Boul evard makes the sinple act of backing out of a driveway at rush hour or
crossing the street a highly frustrating and hazardous experience for residents.

Traffic fromthe clients, visitors, and al nost 1,500 enpl oyees of Arlington
Hospital and doctors' office building conplex continues to be tol erable due to
their orientation toward George Mason Drive. However, heavy truck traffic

bet ween the Hospital and d ebe Road continues to cut through on 16th and 17th
Streets, causing congestion and raising noise |evels to unacceptably high

| evel s.

There is considerable uncertainty about the future of the County's Departnent of
Human Services site located along the north side of the Hospital. Future uses of
the 10-acre tract will undoubtedly have najor inpact on traffic approaching that
site via 16th Street, 16th Road, 17th Street, and Edison Street. It is strongly
urged that County planning include consideration of neighborhood traffic vol une.



As previously stated, the community is overwhel mingly agai nst building any roads
t hrough the park or over the creek, and strongly reconmends the County vacate
any plans to devel op such roads fromall plans that include them

The conmmunity is al so agai nst w dening any streets including Washi ngt on
Boul evard, d ebe Road, George Mason Drive, and |-66

Recommendat i ons

Most cut-through traffic is the result of drivers leaving arterial streets to
avoi d bottl enecks and congested intersections, attenpting to save tine via
shortcuts through nei ghborhood residential areas. Many streets - especially
11th, 16th, and 17th - offer uni npeded throughways for travel parallel to the
arterials. There is also significant cut-through traffic on Evergreen (and its
paral l el s) and 11th to avoid the George Mason Drive/ Washi ngt on Boul evard

i ntersection, and Abi ngdon and 14th/15th to avoid the d ebe Road/ 16th Street

i ntersection. The nei ghborhood will continue to attract speedi ng and hazardous
cut-through traffic unless measures are inplenmented throughout the nei ghborhood
to di scourage such inappropriate volune and speed. Residents of Waycroft-

Wbodl awn support nmany neasures now avail abl e or being contenpl ated by the
County. Such neasures incl ude:

Nei ghbor hood Traffic Calning Plan (formerly known as a Residential Traffic
Managenent Pl an)

An NTC Plan will be the centerpiece of the neighborhood's traffic
i mprovenent efforts. Because there are few traffic calmng alternatives that
don't cause traffic to divert fromone street to the next, a conprehensive plan
nmust be devel oped fromthe outset. WACA relies on the County's traffic
engi neering expertise to devel op the best plan; the County Staff and menbers of
the Transportati on Comi ssion (or residential traffic cal ming subconm ttees)
nmust be relied upon to work with the nei ghborhood

More Aggressive Traffic Law Enforcenent

Over 70 percent of survey respondents favored stronger enforcenent of
traffic laws. Wiile enforcenent has proven effective at reduci ng speedi ng, the
effects are usually tenporary. Enforcenent in the past has concentrated on 16th
Street; additional enforcenent al ong Washi ngt on Boul evard, 11th Street, and 17th
Street night also be effective

I ncreased Fines for Speeding

Community support for this neasure was al so quite strong with nearly 60
percent of survey respondents in favor of this option. Such neasures, coupled
wi th nore aggressive enforcenment, could prove effective.

Restrictions on Trucks and Buses

Instituting a restriction of trucks on any nei ghborhood side street was
supported by 63 percent of survey respondents. Smaller capacity Metro buses to
reduce the vibration and noi se problenms was suggest ed.

Four-way Stop Signs
A strong najority of the residents responding to the NC survey favored use of
four-way stop signs as a neans to slow traffic and reduce vol une.

Trimm ng Vegetation

Residents are strongly urged to trimtrees and shrubs from around corners and
street signs to increase visibility and make it easier for pedestrians to walk
uni npeded. This may al so require the cooperation of the County and Virginia
Power .



Left Turn Lanes and Signals

Many residents indicated a desire for left turn | anes and signal s at
several mmjor intersections. WACA supports this addition as it would snooth
traffic flow and | essen cut-through traffic.
CONCLUSI ON

In 1984 WACA published its first plan with the hope that it would help the
community avoid the w despread probl em of deterioration of respectable urban
resi dential nei ghborhoods as peopl e and busi nesses spread further into the
suburbs. dearly, many of the plan's el enments such as park upgrades and

i nfrastructure inprovenents have been inpl emented, and we have benefited from
decreasing crine. For this we are thankful. One notable exception to the success
of our previous plan is the area of traffic issues. Unfortunately, nany of the
dangerous traffic conditions noted in the original plan have not yet been
adequat el y addressed and have since grown worse. Traffic has increased and the
need for solutions has beconme nmore urgent. W do not want to allow this to go on
for another year, let alone 14 years, and are hopeful that recent efforts by the
county to nore aggressively attack traffic problens will get results. For this
reason, we nost strongly support county efforts to develop a traffic managenent
pl an, as evidenced by the pro-active participation of both our President and
Vice President on the ad-hoc traffic commttee.

The vision of this 1998 plan is to docunment the current conditions of the

nei ghborhood and clearly put forth the community's desire to nmaintain these
quality conditions while naking snart, thoughtful inprovements with the

assi stance of the county. Waycroft-Wodlawn is a great place to live for many
good reasons, and we plan to keep it that way.

APPENDI XES

APPENDI X A: PRI NCl PAL TRAFFI C PROBLEM AREAS

17th Street between d ebe Road and Edi son Street

This street suffers from excessive cut-through traffic - principally traffic
taking a short cut between d ebe Road and Edi son. The vol une and speed of the
traffic i s dangerously conpounded by a relatively blind intersection at 17th
Street and Cul peper (shrubs) and by a steep hill at nmid-street. The lack of a
four-way stop and the curves/shrubs at the corner of Cul peper and 17th al so pose
a hazard to children crossing this intersection en route to G ebe El enentary
School

16th Street between d ebe Road and George Mason Drive

As the only through-street connecting G ebe Road and George Mason Drive north of
Washi ngt on Boul evard and south of Lee Hi ghway, 16th Street carries nore than
8,000 cars per day, well above the level of local traffic that would be expected
on a nei ghborhood prinmary street. In addition to speeding, heavy vol une, and
heavy trucks, traffic turning from16th onto d ebe Road wi thout stopping for the
red |ight poses a clear hazard to pedestrians crossing 16th Street at the
traffic signal

15th, 14th, and 13th Streets between Edi son and Buchanan Streets
Al'l three streets are relatively narrow streets with downsl opes fromwest to
east. 15th Street also includes a curve to further conplicate navigation. Each



of these streets suffers fromsonme degree of cut-through traffic noving to or
from Edi son to access Washi ngt on Boul evard or George Mason Drive.

Washi ngt on Boul evard between d ebe Road to George Mason Drive

This heavily travel ed two-1ane street bisects the southern third of the

nei ghbor hood. The road narrows fromfour to two lanes as it enters the

nei ghbor hood fromthe east and tenporarily w dens back to four lanes as it
crosses Ceorge Mason Drive to the west. It poses a nmmjor bottleneck for comuter
traffic for five to six hours each weekday. During non-rush hours, the road's

| ong straight stretch through the nei ghborhood tenpts speeders who travel at
speeds from 10 to 30 nph above the posted 30-nmph speed limt. At the best of
times this road is hazardous to enter by vehicle from nei ghborhood streets, a
danger ous chal l enge for pedestrians to cross, and is difficult for residents who
nmust back out of driveways.

11th Street between Buchanan and George Mason

Resi dents report excessive speeding by cut-through traffic seeking to avoid the
i ntersection of Washi ngton Boul evard and George Mason Drive by turning down
Buchanan, Col unbus, Di nwi ddie, or Evergreen Streets.

George Mason Drive between |-66 and 16th Street

This is a wide, well-traveled, four-lane arterial road running along the western
boundary of the nei ghborhood. Traffic averages fromfive to ten nph above the
speed limt. The sharp curve in the road as it approaches 15th Street has
resulted in a nunber of accidents. In its current configuration, George Mason
Drive poses few problenms. However, if this street were ever built all the way
through to O d Doninion Drive (well to the north), this street would becone a
very heavily travel ed commuter route for MlLean traffic conmuting from North
Arlington to Ballston and southern county destinations.

Evergreen, Di nw ddie, Colunbus, and Buchanan Streets between 11th Street and
Washi ngt on Boul evard

These streets parallel George Mason Drive and are accessed frequently by cut-
through traffic seeking to avoid the intersection of George Mason Drive and
Washi ngt on Boul evard. Several accidents have occurred at the end of Dinw ddie
Street, which does not connect to 11th Street, but curves sharply to neet 12th
Street before connecting to Col umbus.

Buchanan Street between 11th Street and 17th Street

As descri bed above, the southern portion of this street serves as a cut-through
for traffic dodging the signal lights at Washi ngt on Boul evard and George Mason
Drive. North of Washi ngton Boul evard, the street's narrow cross-section, |ack of
consi stent sidewal ks (forcing pedestrians to wal k al ong the street) and parking
on one side pose navigation hazards for vehicles traveling in either direction
The uphill stretch approaching 16th Street, that street's high-speed traffic,
and poor sight lines have resulted in a nunber of spectacul ar acci dents. One
resi dent on the southeast corner of the intersection has replaced crash-damaged
sections of fence along 16th Street four tines in the three years prior to this
report.

Abi ngdon Street between 1-66 and 17th Street

Abi ngdon Street and the cross streets connecting Abi ngdon with d ebe Road suffer
excessive cut-through traffic fromvehicles avoiding the intersection of 16th
Street and d ebe Road. Additionally, due to poorly narked directions for traffic
seeking to enter |-66 westbound, a |arge nunber of cars continue up d ebe Road
as far as 16th Street to find a way to turn back south. These vehicles



frequently use this section of the nei ghborhood to reverse direction, often
using residents' driveways. Abingdon Street's narrow wi dth and parki ng on both
sides al so conplicate navigation. Like Buchanan Street, Abingdon Street's
intersection with 16th Street has experienced significant nunbers of accidents
because of poor sight lines and drivers accelerating down a significant slope
west bound al ong 16th Street from G ebe Road. This intersection poses a
significant hazard for pedestrians, especially children walking to/from @ ebe
El enentary School .

d ebe Road between 13th and 17th Streets

This major four-lane arterial defines the eastern boundary of the nei ghborhood
area. At all times, this is a heavily travel ed road, posing serious dangers from
the high volume of traffic and because of the chronic high rate of speed of the
vehi cl es.

APPENDI X B: A BRI EF H STORY OF WAYCROFT- WOODLAWN

For sixty years after Captain John Smith sailed up the Potomac in 1608, beconing
the first white man to set foot in Arlington, the Arlington area remained Indian
Territory with only occasional white hunters and trappers visiting the area. By
the latter part of the seventeenth century, grants began to be issued for |and
in the area that is now Arlington. Waycroft-Wodl awmn was included in a 1, 246-
acre grant to John Colville in 1739.

Fol  owi ng the Revol ution, Arlington renmi ned sparsely settled and in 1800 had a
popul ation of only 978, including 297 slaves. Like the County, the area that was
to beconme Waycroft-Wodl awn consisted of farnms, scattered houses, and woods.. In
the 1850s, two Waycroft-Wodl awn residents, WIIliam Marcey and John Brown, had a
di spute over a parcel of land at the intersection of debe and Brown's Bend Rds
To resolve the matter, they both gave up their clains and the | and was donated
for a church site. Subsequently, M. divet Methodi st Church was built there in
the years 1855-1860 (The present church structure built in 1948 is the fourth
buil ding on the sane site.) The Civil War saw Union troops marching up and down
d ebe Road to and from several of the twenty-two forts of the Arlington Line,
part of the defenses built around Washington. M. Qivet Church served as a
hospital for wounded Union soldiers, and |later the Church was a mlitary

conmi ssary and stabl e.

Following the Civil War, a Union officer, Major R S. Lacey of Chio bought a
farmin the southern part of the Waycroft-Wodl awn area and built a house,

Br oadvi ew. This house stands today, still a private home, at 14th and Evergreen
Streets. In the last years of the nineteenth century and the early years of the
twentieth, the construction of first trolley lines and then railroads brought
growmh to Arlington. The Lacey Station (near the present intersection of d ebe
Road and Fairfax Drive) was the closest stop to Waycroft-Wodl awn.

The Brunmback firmbuilt Wodlawn Village in the years 1934-1939. In the area
naned Waycroft, lots were sold and individual houses built rather than the
entire devel opnent being built by one builder as was the case in Wodl awn
Village. Streets and sidewal ks were laid out; sewer, telephone, and power |ines
installed; the Waycroft-Wodl awn G vic Association (WAMCA) was forned in the fal
of 1937; and the Whodl awn El ementary School was built and opened in 1940.
Arlington Hospital was constructed during World War Il with the first patients
adm tted on March 15, 1944,

In the years following World War |I, the remmining vacant lots in Waycroft-
Wodl awn were built up with individual dwellings. In the late 1950s, |1-66 was



pl anned through Arlington and its path cut through the southeast corner of
Waycr of t - Wodl awn. Long-del ayed and controversial, the construction was
conpleted in 1982. A new consolidated el enentary school, the d ebe El enentary
School, was built in 1970-1971 to replace several nei ghborhood schools, and the
Wbodl awn El enentary School closed. The ol d Wodl awn buil di ng housed the County's
alternative high school in 1971-1978 and then was transformed into the Hospice
of Northern Virginia. By 1970, a new generation of homeowners had noved into the
area, and the Waycroft-Wodl awn Civic Association, which had beconme nori bund
during the 1950s, reenerged as a potent force in the area.

As younger famlies begin to inhabit WACA, they bring with themthe next
generation of children who will grow up here. The convenient |ocation, forested
and fl owered | andscape, Wodl awn Park, and the friendly, relaxed, neighborly

at nosphere of \Waycroft-Wodl awmn attract these famlies. The civic pride and
spirit that typified the begi nning of the Waycroft-Wodl awmn nei ghbor hood over
sixty years ago renmins alive and active today.

APPENDI X C: CREDI TS

Many thanks go to the foll owi ng nei ghborhood vol unteers who sel flessly gave
their time, expertise, and hard work to bring this plan to fruition

Kathy Allison
Ri chard Ander son
Di ana Ander son
John Bennett
Ben Bul | ock
Laura Casey

W nst on Casey
Donna Cor nnan
Roberta Garner
Bri dget Hal sal
Conway Hal sal

Mar | ene Hoski ns
Rea Howart h

John Kel | eher

Di ane Kelly

Jeff Morris

Bill Minson
Kat hl een Nebeker
Ji m Pebl ey

Li z Schel |

and all the WAMCA newsletter carriers who distributed the survey and draft plan
to every resident.

In addition, we would like to express our appreciation to the follow ng for
t heir gui dance and assi stance:

Robert Collins (County Nei ghborhood Conservation Staff)
Chris Nixon (County Nei ghborhood Conservation Staff)



Ted W ehe (NCAC Chair)
and the Hospice of Northern Virginia for neeting facilities and being a good
nei ghbor .

APPENDI X D. COVPLETED WACA CAPI TAL PRQIECTS

APPENDI X E: BLANK SURVEY
Waycr of t - Wbodl awn Ci vi c Associ ati on
Nei ghbor hood Conservati on Pl an Survey
l. GENERAL NEI GHBORHOCOD CONDI TI ONS

1. What do you consider the three primary advantages and di sadvant ages of
living in our neighborhood?
Advant ages Di sadvant ages
a) a)
b) b)
c) c)
2. Is there a chronic problemw th noise on your street? (Check al
appl i cabl e boxes.)
( Fromtraffic ( From public areas
(specify)
( From commercial establishment(s) ( From dogs
( Fromother residents ( From anbul ances
( Fromaircraft ( O her
(specify):

. LAND USE AND ZONI NG

1. How do you feel about Waycroft-Wodl awn renai ning an area of nostly
single-fam |y detached hones? (Circle one nunber.)

Strongly favor 1 2 3 4 5 Strongly oppose

2. As you may know, in-fill devel opnent (building |arge houses on small or

irregular sized lots in established nei ghborhoods) is a growi ng concern in nany
Arlington nei ghborhoods. Please indicate your opinion on the followi ng two
statenments. (Circle one nunber.)

a) Laws shoul d be changed to decrease | egal coverage of residential |ots.

Strongly agree 1 2 3 4 5 Strongly disagree

b) In-fill devel opnent should adopt architectural styles and proportions that
fit in with original neighborhood structures.

Strongly agree 1 2 3 4 5 Strongly di sagree

3. The wooded tract at the intersection of Washi ngton Blvd. and George Mason

Bl vd i s undevel oped private property. Wuld you like to see this area: (check
one box per line)

a) Devel oped into commercial property: (Yes ( Maybe (
No



b) Devel oped i nto townhouses: (Yes ( Maybe (
No

c) Developed into detached single fam |y houses: (Yes ( Maybe (
No

d) Devel oped i nto county-nai ntai ned parkl and: (Yes ( Maybe (
No

e) Devel oped into county tennis courts: (Yes ( Maybe ( No

f) Devel oped into county soccer field: (Yes ( Maybe ( No

9) Devel oped into a dog park (Yes ( Maybe ( No

h)

Q her

4. How woul d you descri be your |evel of concern about too nany occupants in
some houses in the nei ghborhood (e.g. boarding houses, group houses)?

( Not concerned ( Somewhat concer ned ( Very concerned

5. Are there any structures, vacant |ots, abandoned or inoperable vehicles on
your bl ock or el sewhere in the neighborhood that you consider eyesores or safety
hazar ds? ( Yes ( No

If yes, please specify

| ocation(s):

6. Are you aware of any possible zoning violations in the nei ghborhood?

( Yes ( No

If yes, please specify the nature of the problemand the |ocation

7. If plans were proposed to widen the followi ng streets in or adjoining the
WACA nei ghbor hood, how woul d you regard such plans? (Check one box per line.)
Strongly favor Strongly oppose

a) d ebe Road 1 2 3 4 5

b) Washi ngton Bl vd. 1 2 3 4 5

c) George Mason 1 2 3 4 5

d) Interstate 66 1 2 3 4 5

e) Oher streets (specify) 1 2 3 4 5

[11. STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND LI GHTI NG

1. If you have a sidewal k in front of your house, please rate the condition

O herwi se, skip to the next question. (circle one)

I nt act 1 2 3 4 5 Di si ntegrating

2. If you have a curb in front of your house, please rate the condition

(circle one)

I nt act 1 2 3 4 5 Di si ntegrating

3. Are there problens with gutters or drai nage on your street? ( Yes
( No

If yes, please specify the location and the nature of the problem

4, I's additional lighting needed in the nei ghborhood? ( Yes ( No

If yes, please specify the location(s):

5. I ndi cate your opinion of the follow ng statenents. (circle one)



a) There should be a sidewal k on at | east one side of each street in the
nei ghbor hood.

Strongly agree 1 2 3 4 5 Strongly di sagree

b) There should be a sidewal k on both sides of each street in the nei ghborhood.
Strongly agree 1 2 3 4 5 Strongly disagree

c) On your block, there should be curbs and gutters on both sides of the street.
Strongly agree 1 2 3 4 5 Strongly disagree

d) Bars should be installed on stormdrains to prevent injuries.

Strongly agree 1 2 3 4 5 Strongly disagree

I V. TRAFFI C

1. Are any intersections or places in the neighborhood difficult for you or
others to maneuver because of traffic flow, traffic speed, visual obstructions
(i.e. vegetation or structures), or the configuration of the road?

( Yes ( No

If vyes, please specify the problen(s) and

| ocation(s):

2. I ndi cate your |evel of concern about the following traffic problens.
a) cut-through traffic in the nei ghborhood

Not concerned at all 1 2 3 4 5 Extrenely concer ned

Pl ease specify the location(s) of concern:

b) vehicles exceeding the speed linits in the nei ghborhood
Not concerned at all 1 2 3 4 5 Extrenely concer ned
Pl ease specify the location(s) of concern:

3. Pl ease indicate your opinion of each nethod listed for changing traffic
patterns in WACA

Strongly favor Favor Neut r al Qppose Strongly oppose
a) More aggressive enforcenent of traffic laws ( ( ( (
b) Increased speeding fines for residential streets ( ( (
c) Mobile electronfc speed indicators  ....... ( ( (
d) Addftional truci restrictions........................ ( ( (
e) One way s§reets ..... $ ................................ ( ( (
f) Restrict surns during(rush hour..................... ( ( (
0) Barricadeg .......... F .................................. ( ( (
h) Four way étops ....... $ ................................ ( ( (
i) Speed hunps (nade for(25 mph) . ... ... ( ( ( (
j) Raised crgssmalks ..................................... ( ( (
k) Traffic nﬁbs ......... F .................................. ( ( (

( (



[) Traffic circles....... .. . . e e ( (

( ( (

m Linmt access to the neighborhood............ ( ( (
(

Pl ease specify any other nethod(s) you
favor
4. Are the street or traffic signs (e.g., stop signs, street nane signs,
etc.) in the neighborhood adequate?
( Yes ( No ( No opinion
If no, please explain:
5. Are there areas in the nei ghborhood where traffic nay create a safety
hazard for school children or other pedestrians?

( Yes ( No If yes, please specify each |ocation and why
you think it is unsafe.
6. Do any of the bel ow cause a vibration problem at your house? (circle the
appropriate nunber.)

No probl em Bi g problem

a) Metro buses 1 2 3 4 5
b) Delivery trucks 1 2 3 4 5
c) Large construction vehicles 1 2 3 4 5
d) O her 1 2 3 4 5
9. Do you favor restricting either of the foll ow ng?
a) the frequency of netro buses driving through the nei ghborhood? ( Yes
(No (Don't know
b) the size of nmetro buses driving through the nei ghborhood? ( Yes (No

(Don't know
V. TRANSPORTATI ON
1. Do you use netro buses? ( Yes ( No If yes, which routes do you use?
2. How many persons in your household conmute to work?

Pl ease answer the followi ng two questions if you or another nember of your
househol d conmute to work.

3. Indicate the primary commuting nethod(s) used by person(s) in your
househol d? (Check all that apply.)

wal k

bi cycl e

bus

netro rai

car (single driver)
f) ( carpool or vanpool
g) ( conbination

h) (ot her

(¢
~
AN AN AN AN



I f sone persons use nore than one nethod to commute to work, please
descri be the conbi nati on of nethods

used.
4, I ndi cate your response to the follow ng statenents.
I/we would be willing to use other neans of transportation, instead of driving
alone to work, if there were: (Check al
that apply for your househol d.)
Yes
No

a) More conveni ent bus routes 1 2 3 4 5

b) More frequent bus service 1 2 3 4 5

c) Easier access to bus schedul es 1 2 3 4 5

d) Lower netrobus/netrorail fares 1 2 3 4 5

e) Better sidewal ks 1 2 3 4 5

f) More crosswalks with lines, stop signs or lights 1 2 3 4 5

e) Carpool listings 1 2 3 4 5

V. PARKI NG

1. How often is it difficult to find parking on the street near your house?
( 4-7 days/ week ( 1-3 days/ week ( Never

2. I f you consider parking on the street near your house a problem what do

you think are the causes? (Check all that apply.)

a) ( Commuters

b) ( Residents do not use their driveways

d) ( Too many parking restrictions (specify nature/location of
restriction(s):
e) ( Lack of residents-only parking restrictions
f) ( OQher

(specify)

3. a) Is there residents-only parking in front of your house? ( Yes ( No
b) If yes, how effective is it? (Very effective (Effective (Usually
effective (Ineffective

4. Pl ease indicate your opinion on the follow ng nmethods for nmanagi ng parKking
i n the nei ghbor hood.

a) During busi ness hours, reserve areas for residential pernmt parking only.
Strongly favor ( Favor ( No Opi ni on( Oppose( Strongly oppose(

b) At all times, reserve areas for residential pernit parking only.

Strongly favor ( Favor ( No Opi ni on( Oppose( Strongly oppose(

c) | mprove parking enforcement (i.e. Arlington police should issue tickets
for repeat parking offenders.)

Strongly favor ( Favor ( No Opi ni on( Oppose( Strongly oppose(

VI1. PUBLIC SAFETY



1. Are there areas in the nei ghborhood where the | ack of sidewal ks,
handi capped access, crosswal ks, traffic lights, curbs or gutters create a safety
hazard for school children or pedestrians?

( Yes ( No

If yes, please specify the nature and | ocation of each

hazard.

2. Have you seen any rats in the neighborhood within the last year? ( Yes
( No

If yes, please give the location

3. Are you aware of any fire or health hazards in the nei ghborhood? ( Yes
( No
If yes, please specify the nature and | ocati on of each
hazard.
4. Do you think nei ghborhood crine is a problenf ( Yes ( Maybe
( No

If yes or maybe, what type of crime are you particularly concerned
about ?

5. Do you think increased police patrols are needed in the nei ghborhood? (
Yes ( No

6. Is there an active Nei ghborhood Crinme Watch Program on your bl ock?

( Yes ( No ( Not sure

7. If not, are you interested in establishing a Cri me Watch on your bl ock?

( Yes ( No (Maybe

VI11. PARKS AND RECREATI ON

1. About how many tinmes per nonth do you visit or wal k through Wodl awn Park?
( 0-3

( 4-8

( 9-12

( 13 or nore

If you use Wodl awmn Park, please list the reasons. (Check all that apply)
Exerci se
Wal k dog(s)
Soci al i ze
Read the bulletin board
Use the playground equi prent
Use the basketball court
Pi cnic
Use the open field
VWhat is the overall condition of Wodlawn Park ? ( Excell ent ( Good
Fair ( Poor

N 00 L Y R T N e N e N )

4, How satisfied are you with the quality and conditions of the following in
Wyodl awn Par k?

Very satisfied Satisfied Di ssatisfied Very
di ssatisfied



a) Playground equi pnent ( ( (

é) Lubber Run (the creek) ( ( (

c) Li ghtif‘\g ( ( (

d) Landsc;ping ( ( (

é) Basket bal | court ( ( (

f) Playground equi prent ( ( (

) Tables(& benches ( ( (

h) Open fi(eld ( ( (

i) GEneraf cl eanl i ness: ( ( (
(

5. Speci fy any other park

concerns:

6. In your opinion, Wodlawn Park is: (Very safe (Safe ( Somewhat

unsafe (Very unsafe

7. What changes to parks and recreational facilities would you like to see in
t he nei ghborhood? (check all that apply)

( More trails - wal king jogging, biking

( More picnic areas

( More park benches

( More athletic ball fields and/or courts
( Public gardens
( Dog runs
( O her (specify)

I X. COWUN TY SERVI CES

1. Arlington County provides a wide range of services. Please rate the

foll owi ng county services:

Excel | ent Good Fai r Poor Not sure

a) Police protection ( ( ( (
(

b) Speed linmit enforcenent ( ( ( (
(

c) Parking enforcenent ( ( ( (

(

d) Fire/anmbul ance service ( ( ( (
(

e) Street cleaning ( ( ( (
(

f) Trash collection ( ( ( (

g) Curbside recycling ( ( ( (

(

h) Disposal of hazardous waste ( ( ( (



i) Leaf collection ( ( ( (

i) wat er/sewage(servi ce ( ( ( (
k) Street/sidewal k nmai nt enance ( ( ( (
)  Park maintenance ( ( ( (
n Snow renoval ( ( ( ( (
g) Pest control (rats, nmice, etc.) ( ( ( (

0) Other service (please

speci fy)
X. BEAUTI FI CATI ON
1. I ndi cat e your opinion on how we should pronote the preservation of trees
and other green or open space in our nei ghborhood. (Circle the appropriate
nunber.)
Strongly support Strongly oppose

a)Limt residential devel oprment 1 2 3 4 5
b) Reduce the percentage of all owable | ot coverage 1 2 3 4 5
c)Ask the county to plant nore trees on county | and 1 2 3 4 5
d) Ask the county to purchase undevel oped property

and convert it into parkland. 1 2 3 4 5
2. Pl ease list any public areas in need of beautification and/or preservation
that you want our conservation plan to
addr ess.
3. How do you feel about the followi ng capital inprovenent projects designed

to increase the attractiveness of our nei ghborhood? (Assessnments for projects
like these are nuch | ower for nei ghborhoods with current conservation plans.)
(Circle the appropriate nunber.)
Strongly support Strongly oppose
a) Installation of decorative street lights sinilar to those on 15th street
bet ween Buchanan and Edi son.

1 2 3 4 5
b) Elimnation of streetside utility poles 1 2 3 4 5
(i.e. bury or relocate electrical, phone, cable TV wires).

4, Arlington County allows up to four (4) signs identifying a nei ghborhood.
These signs nmust be | ocated on county land. The county will pay initial
purchase and installation costs up to $12,000 (total for all signs). The
nei ghbor hood i s responsible for upkeep. Wuld you favor installing nei ghborhood
identification signs at entrance points to the nei ghborhood? ( Yes

( No

If yes, please suggest |ocations:

Xl COMVERCI AL AND NON- RESI DENTI AL ESTABLI SHVENTS

1. Check the box next to any of the local businesses or institutions |isted
bel ow whi ch gi ve you cause for concern



Arlington Hospita

(
b) ( Gebe Elenentary
c) ( HIl"s Nursery
d) ( Hospice of Northern Virginia
e) ( Mobil Station and M ni-Mart
(

M. divet United Methodi st Church

Pl ease describe your concerns regardi ng any busi nesses you checked
above.

2. Are you concerned about potential expansion or devel opnent of the
followi ng properties in or adjoining the WACA nei ghbor hood? (check all that
appl y)

a) ( Arlington Hospital building and parking | ot

b) ( HIl's Nursery (Wst side of debe just north of 17th St)

¢) ( Human Resources buil ding/ parking |lot (north of hospital between Edi son
and George Mason)

d) ( Undevel oped | ot at George Mason and Washi ngton Bl vd

e) ( Oher (specify):

XI'I. NEI GHBORHOOD CHARACTERI STI CS
1. Pl ease list your hundred bl ock and street nane.
Hundr ed bl ock Street name
2. Check the box that describes your relationship to your Waycroft-Wodl awn
resi dence.
( Om and occupy ( Rent and occupy
( Omm but live outside the nei ghborhood (absentee |andl ord)
3. Pl ease indicate the nunber of people in each age group in your household
Under 5
5-12
13- 17
18- 24
25-34
35-54
55- 64
65- 74

75 or ol der

4, How nmany years have you (head of household) lived in Waycroft-

Wyodl awn?

5. If you have el ementary or high school -aged children, what type of schoo
do they attend?

___Public ____Private Home school O her

If vyou nmarked 'public schools,' please specify which one(s) your child attends:

____ debe

MeKi nl ey

Swanson

Washi ngton & Lee
Arlington Traditiona



Ot her (Specify)

APPENDI X F MAPS

Ceneral Land Use Pl an

Streets, Curbs, and Gutters

Street Lights
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